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MARK THE DATES

April 28-May 4: HOLY WEEK (see Service Schedule on calendar)
May 5: THE HOLY PASCHA — The Resurrection of Jesus Christ
May 6: Bright Monday, Divine Liturgy, 9:00 aM

May 11: Russian Confessions, 9:00 aM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 aM

May 12: Agape Meal after Liturgy; Grave Blessings, 3:00 pM

May 14: Grave Blessings, 10:00 aM

May 15: ADULT CLASS RESUMES, 6:30 pM

May 18-19: 25th Anniversary Weekend (see schedule in newsletter)
May 29: Mid-Pentecost, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 aM

June 1: FeeDIng The hOMeLess, 10:30 aM

Send email addresses and corrections to: frjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

CHRIST IS RISEN!! INDEED HE IS RISEN!!
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First Oration on Pascha
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Saint Gegory the Theologian
Bishop of Nazianzus

It is the Day of the Resurrec-
tion, and my Beginning has 
good auspices. Let us then 

keep the Festival with splendour, 
and let us embrace one another. 
Let us say Brethren, even to those 
who hate us; much more to those 
who have done or suffered aught 
out of love for us. Let us forgive 
all offences for the Resurrection’s 
sake: let us give one another 
pardon, I for the noble tyranny, 
which I have suffered (for I can 
now call it noble); and you who 
exercised it, if you had cause 
to blame my tardiness; for per-
haps this tardiness may be more 
precious in God’s sight than the 
haste of others. For it is a good 
thing even to hold back from 
God for a little while, as did the 
great Moses of old, and Jeremiah 
later on; and then to run read-
ily to Him when He calls, as did 
Aaron and Isaiah, so only both 
be done in a dutiful spirit;--the 
former because of his own want 
of strength; the latter because of 
the Might of Him That calleth.
 A Mystery anointed me; I 

withdrew a little while at a Mys-
tery, as much as was needful to 
examine myself; now I come in 
with a Mystery, bringing with me 
the Day as a good defender of my 
cowardice and weakness; that 
He Who today rose again from 
the dead may renew me also by 
His Spirit; and, clothing me with 
the new Man, may give me to His 
New Creation, to those who are 
begotten after God, as a good 
modeller and teacher for Christ, 
willingly both dying with Him 
and rising again with Him.

Yesterday the Lamb was 
slain and the door-posts 
were anointed, and Egypt 

bewailed her Firstborn, and the 
Destroyer passed us over, and the 
Seal was dreadful and reverend, 
and we were walled in with the 
Precious Blood. Today we have 
clean escaped from Egypt and 
from Pharaoh; and there is none 
to hinder us from keeping a Feast 
to the Lord our God — the Feast 
of our Departure; or from cel-
ebrating that Feast, not in the old 
leaven of malice and wickedness, 
but in the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth, carrying with 

us nothing of ungodly and Egyp-
tian leaven.
	 Yesterday	I	was	crucified	with	
Him;	today	I	am	glorified	with	
Him; yesterday I died with Him; 
today I am quickened with Him; 
yesterday I was buried with Him; 
today I rise with Him. But let us 
offer to Him Who suffered and 
rose again for us — you will think 
perhaps that I am going to say 
gold, or silver, or woven work or 
transparent and costly stones, 
the mere passing material of 
earth, that remains here below, 
and is for the most part always 
possessed by bad men, slaves of 
the world and of the Prince of the 
world. Let us offer ourselves, the 
possession most precious to God, 
and	most	fitting;	let	us	give	back	
to the Image what is made after 
the Image. Let us recognize our 
Dignity; let us honour our Arche-
type; let us know the power of 
the Mystery, and for what Christ 
died.

Let us become like Christ, 
since Christ became like 
us. Let us become God’s 

for His sake, since He for ours 
became Man. He assumed the 



worse that He might give us the 
better; He became poor that we 
through His poverty might be 
rich; He took upon Him the form 
of a servant that we might receive 
back our liberty; He came down 
that we might be exalted; He was 
tempted that we might conquer; 
He was dishonoured that He 
might glorify us; He died that He 
might save us; He ascended that 
He might draw to Himself us, 
who were lying low in the Fall 
of sin. Let us give all, offer all, to 
Him Who gave Himself a Ransom 
and a Reconciliation for us. But 
one can give nothing like oneself, 
understanding the Mystery, and 
becoming for His sake all that He 
became for ours.

As you see, He offers you a 
Shepherd; for this is what 
your Good Shepherd, who 

lays down his life for his sheep, 
is hoping and praying for, and 
he asks from you his subjects; 
and he gives you himself double 
instead of single, and makes the 
staff of his old age a staff for your 
spirit. And he adds to the inani-
mate temple a living one; to that 
exceedingly beautiful and heav-
enly shrine, this poor and small 
one, yet to him of great value, and 
built too with much sweat and 
many labours. Would that I could 
say it is worthy of his labours.
 And he places at your dispos-
al all that belongs to him (O great 
generosity! — or it would be 
truer to say, O fatherly love!) his 
hoar hairs, his youth, the temple, 
the high priest, the testator, the 
heir, the discourses which you 
were longing for; and of these not 
such as are vain and poured out 
into the air, and which reach no 
further than the outward ear; but 
those which the Spirit writes and 

engraves on tables of stone, or 
of	flesh,	not	merely	superficially	
graven, nor easily to be rubbed 
off, but marked very deep, not 
with ink, but with grace.

These are the gifts given 
you by this august Abra-
ham, this honourable and 

reverend Head, this Patriarch, 
this Resting place of all good, this 
Standard of virtue, this Perfec-
tion of the Priesthood, who today 
is bringing to the Lord his willing 
Sacrifice,	his	only	Son,	him	of	the	
promise.
 Do you on your side offer to 
God and to us obedience to your 
Pastors, dwelling in a place of 
herbage, and being fed by water 
of refreshment; knowing your 
Shepherd well, and being known 
by him; and following when he 
calls you as a Shepherd frankly 
through the door; but not fol-
lowing a stranger climbing up 
into the fold like a robber and a 
traitor; nor listening to a strange 
voice when such would take you 
away by stealth and scatter you 
from the truth on mountains, and 
in deserts, and pitfalls, and places 
which the Lord does not visit; 
and would lead you away from 
the sound Faith in the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the 
One Power and Godhead, Whose 
Voice my sheep always heard 
(and may they always hear it), 
but with deceitful and corrupt 
words would tear them from 
their true Shepherd.
 From which may we all be 
kept,	Shepherd	and	flock,	as	from	
a poisoned and deadly pasture; 
guiding and being guided far 
away from it, that we may all be 
one in Christ Jesus our Lord, now 
and unto the heavenly rest. To 
Whom be the glory and the might 
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for ever and ever. Amen.

(St. Gregory, one of the great ora-
tors of the Church, and a contem-
porary of St. John Chrysostom 
and St. Basil the Great, fled in 
great humility from consecration 
as a bishop and only reluctantly 
returned to be consecrated and 
to serve the Church in Nazianzus. 
This is the first oration [one of the 
great orations in history] to his 
flock on the Feast of Feasts — Pas-
cha.)

Father John

Feastdays
Please note separately the 
schedule of services for Holy 
Week in the monthly calendar. 
In May, we celebrate the Feast of 
Mid-Pentecost halway between 
Pascha and Pentecost on May 29. 
Please join us!

Mid-Pentecost
May 29:	Divine	Liturgy,
	 8:00	am	(Wednesday)

General Clean-Up
We will have a general clean-up 
of the temple (and grounds, if 
possible), on Wednesday, May 
1st, following the Liturgy of the 
Presanctified Gifts in the morn-
ing (which begins at 8:00 am). 
We will have some coffee and a 
bagel after liturgy then prepare 
our temple for the celebration of 
Pascha. If you can offer an hour 
or two, it would be most appreci-
ated.

Paschal Services
The hall will be •	 locked at the 
start of the Paschal services 
(11:30 pm) and tables will be 
set up outside for those bring-
ing their baskets late. Baskets 

will be blessed after liturgy 
and also after Vespers on Sun-
day at noon for those unable 
to be present on Saturday 
night/Sunday morning.
We ask you to not use tables •	
reserved in the hall for 
clergy and choir for your 
baskets. Their ministry 
prevents them from making a 
timely entrance to the hall af-
ter services so reserved spots 
will be set aside for them. If 
you take those spots, you will 
be asked to  kindly move. 

Slavonic Liturgy
The monthly Slavonic Liturgy will 
be served on the second Saturday 
of the month, May 11th, as usual. 
Fr. Alexander will be hearing Rus-
sian language confessions at 9:00 
am. The liturgy is scheduled to 
begin at 10:00 am.

Thomas Sunday
The Agape Meal and Paschal 
pot-luck will be held on Thomas 
Sunday, May 12. Rumor has it 
that the Easter Egg Hunt will be 
held for the children of the parish 
during the dinner! A sign-up list 
is available for side dishes. The 
parish provides the meats.

Grave Blessings
Father John will bless graves on 
the following schedule:
Thomas Sunday, May 12 (3 pm):
 Boulder City Veterans
 Boulder City Municipal
 Davis (Eastern Ave.)
Tuesday, May 14 (10 am):
 Palm Downtown
 Palm Eastern
If you have other locations, you 
may request a visit from Fr. John.

25th Anniversary
Our 25th anniversary celebration, 
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with the visit of His Eminence, 
Archbishop Benjamin, is sched-
uled for May 18-19. There will 
be a wine and cheese reception 
following Vespers on Saturday 
evening (no charge but reserva-
tions required). The banquet will 
be held on Sunday, after liturgy, 
at the Sunset Gardens. Your 
reservations for everything and 
payment for the banquet are due 
by May 1st.
 We are blessed that during 
the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 
our own parish son, Anthony 
Pluta III will be ordained as a 
subdeacon by His Eminence!

Church School Ends
Because of the late date of Pascha 
this year, and parish functions 
the two weekends after Pascha, 
our last Church School class of 
the 2012-2013 school year will 
be on Sunday, April 21st. We 
will have commencement and a 
church school social on Sunday, 
June 2nd.

Adult Classes
We continue the series of 
Wednesday evening talks in 
our Adult Faith Forum: Theol-
ogy in Color: Iconography of the 
Orthodox Church. We have daily 
vespers at 6:30 pm, followed by 
a one-hour discussion. We will 
resume classes on May 15th.

Capital Improvements
The following serious infrastruc-
ture projects need to be done: 
replacement of the HVAC units 
for the church, upgraded doors 
and shutters for the security of 
the church building, parking lot 
repair and resealing, and antici-
pated roof repairs.
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund these proj-
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ects. We ask everyone to consider 
a special donation to this fund, 
above and beyond your normal 
contributions for the support of 
the parish.

Eritrean Services
There is now a regular service in 
Tigrenya each Thursday unless 
a change is announced by Father 
John. The service will begin every 
Thursday at 8:00 am.

Coffee Chat
Unless otherwise noted in our 
calendar, we meet on Thursdays, 
at 10:00 am at the Badger Café, 
southeast corner of Spencer 
and Tropicana. After a Holy 
Week/Bright Week suspension, 
we resume on May 16. Everyone 
is invited.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, June 1st. 
We gather at 10:30 am to pre-
pare bag lunches then go down 
to distribute them to the needy. 
Join us! If you can donate any of 
the items needed for the lunches, 
it would be appreciated. We also 
have a need for basic toiletries: 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, 
etc. If you have any travel size 
items, leave them in the bin in the 
church vestibule. Thank you!

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our schedule for the •	 weekly 
clean-up of the church needs 
volunteers. The duty is easy, 
takes two hours at the most, 

and you can do it at your con-
venience as Father will pro-
vide a key and entry instruc-
tions. Also needed:
Coffee Hour•  volunteers are 
needed.
Bell-ringer•  volunteers are 
needed.
Greeters•  are needed.

Please offer some time and telent 
to the Lord in the care of His 
Church. Sign-up lists are available 
in the church.
Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:

Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
•	Baptisms. A date and time 
must be requested at least three 
weeks in advance. In addition, a 
personal meeting scheduled with 
Fr. John will be necessary.

•	Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should not be served on Sunday, 
the Day of the Resurrection, 
when all departed have already 
been remembered in the Liturgy.

Parish Council Synopsis
April 16, 2013 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Father reminded council •	
members to be leaders in 
prayer and worship during 
the last days of Great Lent.
Father John remarked that •	
the retreat held this past Sat-
urday with Fr. Andrew Cuneo 
was one of the best he had at-
tended. Others who attended 
concurred.

Vice President: Laura continues 
her recovery and has been able to 
attend some services. Continue to 
keep her in your prayers.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short   
reported that we are totally cur-
rent on all our bills. Our Rainy 
Day Fund continues to grow.
  Capital Fund: There is a bal-
ance of $4,100 in the fund, and 
we will need another $6,000 in 
the near future to pay the balance 
on the HVAC replacement.
 We have received $2325 
for the ad book for the anniver-
sary and $850 in ticket sales (17 
adults) to date.
 Due to Laura’s continued 
absence, it was recommended 
that another person be added to 
the signature cards for our bank 
accounts to ensure two available 
officers	to	sign	checks.	Jim	Bro-
phy was unanimously selected.
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Income for March was: 
$22,490.15, and expenses of 
$18,162.30 for a surplus of 
$4,327.85.

YTD 2013
2013 YTD Inc $ 56,076.45
2013 YTD Exp $ 52,862.90
Inc over Exp $ 3,213.55

Buildings and Grounds: 
The lighting for the dome will •	
be installed on April 19.
HVAC: Complete. Lock boxes •	
have been installed on the 
thermostats to prevent unau-
thorized tampering with the 
settings.
Kevin and Brian Veek will be •	
doing some landscape work 
and cleaning on April 20.

Church School/Youth: April 20 
there will be a Parish Youth 
Retreat based on The Hunger 
Games. We will meet at Father’s 
house for the movie and discus-
sion, followed by confessions and 
Vespers.

Charity: Next Feeding of the 
Homeless will take place on 
June 1st. The collection bins for 
Friends of the Desert continues 
to receive regular donations.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: no report.

Outreach/Website: no report.

Russian: no report.

Stewardship: no report.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: no report.

25th Anniversary: Pam will mail 
the remaining invitations to the 
celebration. The ad book will go 
to the printer this week. A re-
minder that the wine and cheese 
social after Vespers has been 
donated and there is no cost to 

attend, although reservations are 
required.

NEW BUSINESS
Romanian Parish: The Romanian 
parish is getting close to moving 
into their new church. They have 
received a temporary occupancy 
permit so that they can meet in 
their	church	during	the	final	Sun-
days leading to Pascha. Father 
John expects them to inform him 
soon that they are leaving. The 
new church is located at Jones 
and Charleston. We need to pre-
pare for changes in our budget.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 21, 
2013, 6:00 pm.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF MAY

Bagdan Kerkez
 May 1, 1996

Jakov Kaganovitch
 May 2, 1999

Ana Nestor
 May 2, 2009

Irene Stump
 May 5, 1990

Michael Kor
 May 5, 2006

Barbara Stokich
 May 7, 2000

Fautine Papamoros
 May 8, 2002

Holly Ann Lowey
 May 11, 1989

Mary Skreagin
 May 14, 2003

Alexander Townsend
 May 16, 2008

Wesley Kabbush
 May 18, 1993
Milan Zatezalo
 May 19, 2007

Victor Sokoloff
 May 23, 2006

Nathalie Novic
 May 27, 2005

Nadezda Ashuts
 May 30, 2008

Pascha in the Liturgical Year
†Fr Alexander Schmemann

In the center of our liturgical life, 
in the very center of that time 
which we measure as year, we 
find	the	feast	of	Christ’s	Resur-
rection. What is Resurrection? 
Resurrection is the appearance 
in this world, completely domi-
nated by time and therefore by 
death, of a life that will have no 
end. The one who rose again 
from the dead does not die any-
more. In this world of ours, not 
somewhere else, not in a world 
that we do not know at all, but in 
our world, there appeared one 
morning Someone who is beyond 
death and yet in our time.
 This meaning of Christ’s 
Resurrection, this great joy, is the 
central theme of Christianity and 
it has been preserved in its purity 
by the Orthodox Church. There is 
much truth expressed by those 
who say that the real central 
theme of Orthodoxy, the center 
of all its experience, the frame of 
reference of everything else, is 
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the Resurrection of Christ.

The center, the day, that gives 
meaning to all days and therefore 
to all time, is that yearly com-
memoration of Christ’s Resurrec-
tion at Easter. This is always the 
end and the beginning. We are 
always living after Easter, and we 
are always going toward Easter. 
Easter is the earliest Christian 
feast. The whole tone and mean-
ing of the liturgical life of the 
Church is contained in Easter, to-
gether	with	the	subsequent	fifty-
day period, which culminates in 
the feast of the Pentecost, the 
coming down of Holy Spirit upon 
the Apostles.
 This unique Easter celebra-
tion	is	reflected	every	week	in	the	
Christian Sunday, which we call 
in Russian “Voskresenie” (Resur-
rection Day). If only you would 
take some time to read the texts 
of Sunday Matins you would real-
ize, though it may seem strange 
to you, that every Sunday we 
have a little Easter. I say “Little 
Easter,” but it is really “Great 
Easter.” Every week the Church 
comes to the same central experi-
ence: “Having seen Thy Resurrec-
tion...” Every Saturday night when 
the priest carries the Gospel 
from the altar to the center of the 
church, after he has read the Gos-
pel of the Resurrection, the same 
fundamental fact of our Chris-
tian faith is proclaimed: Christ 
is risen! St. Paul says: “If Christ 
is not risen, then your faith is in 
vain.” There is nothing else to be-
lieve. This is the real center, and 
it is only in reference to Easter 
as the end of all natural time and 
the beginning of the new time in 
which we as Christians have to 
live that we can understand the 
whole liturgical year.

 If you open a calendar, you 
will	find	all	our	Sundays	are	
called Sundays after Pentecost, 
and	Pentecost	itself	is	fifty	days	
after Easter. Pentecost is the ful-
fillment	of	Easter.	Christ	ascend-
ed into heaven and sent down His 
Holy Spirit. When He sent down 
His Holy Spirit into the world, 
a new society was instituted, 
a body of people, whose life, 
though it remained of this world 
and was shared in its life, took on 
a new meaning.
 This new meaning comes di-
rectly from Christ’s Resurrection. 
We are no longer people who are 
living in time as in a meaningless 
process,	which	makes	us	first	old	
and then ends in our disappear-
ance. We are given not only a new 
meaning in life, but even death 
itself	has	acquired	a	new	signifi-
cance. In the Troparion at Eas-
ter we say, “He trampled down 
death by death.” We do not say 
that He trampled down death by 
the Resurrection, but by death. 
A Christian still faces death as a 
decomposition of the body, as an 
end; yet in Christ, in the Church, 
because of Easter, because of 
Pentecost, death is no longer just 
the end but it is the beginning 
also.
 It is not something mean-
ingless which therefore gives a 
meaningless taste to all of life. 
Death means entering into the 
Easter of the Lord. This is the 
basic tone, the basic melody of 
the liturgical year of the Christian 
Church.	Christianity	is,	first	of	all,	
the proclamation in this world of 
Christ’s Resurrection. Orthodox 
spirituality is paschal in its inner 
content, and the real content of 
the Church life is joy. We speak of 
feasts; the feast is the expression 
of joyfulness of Christianity.

The only real thing, especially 
in the child’s world, which the 
child accepts easily, is precisely 
joy. We have made our Christian-
ity so adult, so serious, so sad, 
so solemn that we have almost 
emptied it of that joy. Yet Christ 
Himself said, “Unless you become 
like children, you will not enter 
the Kingdom of God.” To become 
as a child in Christ’s terms means 
to be capable of that spiritual 
joy of which an adult is almost 
completely incapable. To enter 
into that communion with things, 
with nature, with other people 
without suspicion of fear or frus-
tration.
 We often use the term “grace.” 
But what is grace? Charisma in 
Greek means not only grace but 
also joy. “And I will give you the 
joy that no one will take away 
from you...” If I stress this point 
so much, it is because I am sure 
that, if we have a message to our 
own people, it is that message of 
Easter	joy	which	finds	its	climax	
on Easter night. When we stand 
at the door of the church and the 
priest has said, “Christ Is Risen,” 
then the night becomes in the 
terms of St. Gregory of Nyssa, 
“lighter than the day.” This is the 
secret strength, the real root of 
Christian experience. Only within 
the framework of this joy can we 
understand everything else.

(Excerpts from the lecture “The 
Sanctification of Life” on the Third 
Annual Church School Conference 
sponsored by the Metropolitan 
Council Religious Education Com-
mittee, July 1963.)


