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MARK THE DATES

May 3: Choir Rehearsal after Vespers
May 10: Russian Confessions, 9:00 aM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 aM

May 11: Mothers Day
May 14-22: Father John out of town
May 26: Memorial Day (US Holiday)
May 27: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pM

May 29: THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
May 31: Feeding the Homeless, 10:30 aM

  Wine/Chocolate Tasting Social after Vespers

Send email addresses and corrections to: fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Ascension of the Lord — May 29
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CHRIST IS RISEN!! INDEED HE IS RISEN!!  •  MaY 2014

Orthodox Church in America • Diocese of the West

Jesus is Risen from the Dead — Believe It!
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Just as the Apostles gathered 
on the day when Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead, and said 

to them “Peace be to you,” so we 
gather together, and we receive 
this same peace from Him Who is 
our peace. His peace dispels our 
fear, doubts and anxieties, for we 
have read the words of the Gos-
pel of St. John, who says he wrote 
the Gospel so we may believe, 
and in believing, “have life in His 
name” (John 20:31). And hav-
ing eternal life from Christ, we 
don’t regard death—when the 
heart stops, breathing stops, and 
there is a separation of soul and 
body—as the end of life. No, for 
us that’s not death, it’s just the 
end of this life. So we call this 
separation of the soul and the 
body “rest” (that of the body)—a 
“falling asleep in the Lord. ”

Here’s how St. John Chrysostom 
says it: “it is true, we still die as 
before, but we do not remain 
in death; and this is not to die...
the power and very harshness 
of death is that a dead man has 

no possibility of returning to 
life...but if after death he is to be 
bodily quickened and moreover 
to be given a better bodily life—
without death—then this is no 
longer death, but a falling asleep.”

St Paul wrote that “We also ea-
gerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body that it may be 
conformed to his glorious body” 
(Philippians 3:20). To the con-
gregation at Corinth, he wrote: “...
now Christ, risen from the dead, 
has become the first fruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. For 
since by man came death, by a 
man also came the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive.”

When we have a funeral service 
and go to the grave to lower the 
body into the ground, we should 
think on these words from St. 
Paul: “What is sown in corruption 
[breakdown and decay] is raised 
in incorruption. Sown in dishon-
or, it is raised in glory. Sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power.” 
But what is death then? Separa-
tion from Christ is truly death, so 

we call Christ our Savior, because 
without Him we are perishing—
as much as someone drowning or 
trapped in a burning house. So, 
it’s of utmost importance that we 
come to a true faith, and a living 
faith, one founded on the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ.

You see, our Orthodox 
Christian faith isn’t about 
accepting someone’s teach-

ing about religion, a book or a 
philosophy. Our faith is founded 
on those who witnessed, taught 
and were martyred for the literal 
and factual belief that Jesus rose 
bodily from death. After being 
beaten, crucified by professional 
executioners, killed and buried, 
Jesus bodily rose from the grave.

He wasn’t a spirit. He ate and 
drank in Emmaus, He made a 
fish breakfast on the shore and 
ate with the apostles—yet He 
was also utterly changed from 
before His death. So it was right 
that St. Thomas was hesitant to 
simply accept someone’s word 
about something that had NEVER 
happened before in history and 
never has since. He wanted to 
see Jesus for himself, as we do 



too. Upon seeing Him, St. Thomas 
confessed Jesus as “my Lord and 
my God.” We may be surprised 
that it took twenty chapters until 
someone finally recognized the 
truth of chapter one, that “In the 
beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.”

Isn’t this what we must all come 
to experience? Lent, Holy Week 
and Pascha are not simply reli-
gious holidays, with easter eggs, 
lamb and kulich; rather, they are 
given to us so we can walk with 
St Thomas, and hear the Savior 
say: “Blessed are you that have 
not seen and yet believe.” Belief 
and confession of Jesus as Lord 
doesn’t come by visual signs and 
wonders...it seems like that might 
work, but really it doesn’t, be-
cause belief in Jesus Christ comes 
in a different way—and the initia-
tive is always with God. There are 
many who would say, “if I were in 
the time of Jesus I would believe.”

But that’s just not true—
scribes and Pharisees 
knew about all of Christ’s 

miracles and, it appears, had an 
idea of Who Jesus of Galilee really 
was. But every time they were 
faced with the Divine, they be-
came even more rooted in blas-
phemy and the desire to kill Je-
sus. Having found out that Christ 
had healed a man born blind, 
instead of praising they cursed: 
“This man is a sinner (John 9:24), 
[and] you are altogether in sin 
from birth” (John 9:34). Having 
heard that Christ had resurrected 
a four-day-already-smelling dead 
man, and, apparently, not having 
any more doubts about Christ’s 
power, the elders of the nation 
decided “to kill Lazarus as well” 

(John 12:10).

Finally, after being faced with 
the fact of Christ’s miraculous 
resurrection, and having heard 
the eyewitness accounts of the 
guards (Matthew 28:11) who had 
fallen on the ground trembling in 
the presence of a shining angel 
(Mathew 28:4), the elders bribed 
the soldiers and deceived the 
people (Matthew 28:12-14), fur-
ther deepening their blasphemy. 
The disciples also did not believe 
the report of the woman who 
came from the grave.

Belief comes from God, who gives 
us the insight that without Him 
we are perishing from sickness, 
ignorance, sin and death. It’s then 
that we realize that our Lord 
Jesus Christ went about Judea 
saving people from those very 
things. What is death then? Death 
is separation from Christ, so we 
call Christ our Savior, because 
without Him we are perishing. 

Feastdays
In May, we celebrate the follow-
ing feastday. Please join us!

Ascension of our Lord
May 29
Vespers/Litiya, 6:30 pm (Wed)
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Thur)

Father Away
Father John has been invited 
to attend the 50th Anniversary 
celebration of his home parish in 
Rochester, NY, on May 17-18. He 
was an altar boy at the first ser-
vice! Father will be out of town 
from May 14-22. Father Aurel Sas 
has graciously agreeed to serve 
in Father’s absence. If you have 
an emergency during that time, 
please contact Ginny Hood (526-
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4428), and we will coordinate a 
local response.

Slavonic Service
Father Alexander will be here 
for the monthly service on May 
10. Russian Confessions will be 
heard at 9:00 am, followed by the 
Slavonic Liturgy at 10:00 am.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, May 
31st. We gather at 10:30 am to 
prepare bag lunches then go 
down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can donate 
any of the items needed for the 
lunches (or funds to provide 
such), it would be appreciated. 

Wine Tasting
Our Fellowship Committee is 
planning a “Wine Tasting” event 
for Saturday evening, May 31st, 
following Vespers. We anticipate 
matching a taste of various wines 
with chocolates and heavy ap-
petizers. Final details, including 
cost, will be forthcoming and 
publicized at services and the 
weekly bulletin. Look for details 
and join us for a fun and interest-
ing evening!

Looking Ahead
Pentecost Sunday will be cel-
ebrated on June 8th. Following the 
liturgy and Kneeling Vespers that 
morning, we will have a parish 
cookout/pot luck. A sign-up list 
for needed items to supplement 
the charbroiled delights will 
be available in the church hall. 
Please bring something and join 
us!

Capital Improvements
We have received a bid on the 
repair, resealing and re-striping 

of our parking lot. We anticipated 
a bid of $20K. The bid came in 
at $7,800. We need to repair the 
parking lot before the extreme 
heat comes in. We still need 
about $3,000.
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund needed proj-
ects. We ask everyone to consider 
a special donation to this fund, 
above and beyond your normal 
contributions for the support of 
the parish.

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

Orthodox Vendors
We have established a list of busi-
nesses that our parish uses or are 
owned and operated by Orthodox 
Christians (some parishioners). 
We provide this information 
for you to consider if you need 
services.

Amco Plumbing
Howard Powell
(702) 839-1286

CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295

Dolphin Court Salon & Day Spa
7581 W. Lake Mead Blvd.
(702) 946-6000

Karen Short, Realtor
kshortlv@aol.com
(702) 280-1192

Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702)450-1515
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XpressPro (auto repair)
3190 E. Sunset Rd.
Bruce & Svetlana Balasky
(702) 815-0444

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A personal meeting 
scheduled with Fr. John will be 
necessary to schedule any bap-
tism requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as 
pastorally possible.
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Parish Council Synopsis
April 29, 2014 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Thanked parish council members 
and everyone else in the parish 
for all the efforts to make Holy 
Week and Pascha such a wonder-
ful and glorious celebration.
 Father did not need to travel 
for an investigation as the matter 
was settled through the actions 
of the parties involved. The 
bishop was able to render a deci-
sion without other input.
 Council was reminded that 
Father John will be away May 
14-22, attending the 50th An-
niversary of his home parish in 
Rochester, NY and visiting family. 
The Diocesan Council meets June 
10-11 in San Francisco. He has 
planned vacation for July 1-17.

Vice President: Ginny Hood reiter-
ated Father’s comments about 
Holy Week and Pascha, observing 
that there seemed to be very few 
hiccups.
 She also wanted the coun-
cil to know how hard Melinda 
Bowman has been working to 
make the bookstore an attractive 
and active place after services. 
She has been actively listening to 
waht people want and has begun 
to provide materials and services 
that meet the needs of our par-
ish. Karen Short remarked that 
March-April might have been the 
highest sales ever for our book-
store.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
reported on our financials.
  Capital Fund: $4,985.27
 Rainy Day: $7,003.67
 Icon Fund: $7,048.13
Income for March was 
$22,197.81, with expenses of 
$17,130.81 for a surplus of 

$5,067.00. 

YTD 2014
2014 Inc $ 81,920.79
2014 Exp $ 56,370.56
Inc over Exp $ 25,550.23

Buildings and Grounds:   
Kevin reported that his efforts 
have seen a marked reduction in 
problems around the bell tower 
with pigeons and their “fallout.”
 A discussion ensued re-
garding the establishment of a 
contract with LDI for regular 
property maintenance. This 
has been proposed at $350.00 
per month for twice monthly 
landscaping services. It would 
exclude the property in the rear 
of the church beyond the fence 
and the palm trees at the bottom. 
LDI submitted a detailed mainte-
nance contract detailing specific 
services included and excluded. 
After lengthy discussion, the 
council approved a motion grant-
ing Ginny Hood the authority 
to execute a six-month contract 
with LDI provided they include 
regular weed treatments with the 
included services. The council 
will review the work and budget 
impact at the end of the summer 
and make a decision about mov-
ing forward with regular contract 
work with LDI.
 The hall floors will be 
stripped and waxed again in the 
late fall, before Christmas. We 
need to include the kitchen.
 After discussion, the council 
set mid-June as a target for the 
repair, re-sealing and striping of 
the parking lot. We are going to 
determine if we can add two or 
four handicapped spots. We still 
need about $2800 to pay in full. 
We will need a week of no activi-
ties to allow everything to set and 
cure adequately. We will have the 

work done on a Monday and keep 
the lot and building closed for the 
whole week until Saturday Ves-
pers. Dates will be announced.

Charity: Feeding the Homeless 
was held on Saturday, March 22. 
Approximately 175 bag lunches 
were distributed. A generous 
donation of $100 was used to 
provide lots of socks, whcih are 
always in demand. We were 
downtown only about an hour, as 
distribution is going very quickly 
now. The whole process takes 
about 3 hours. Our next one is 
scheduled for May 31.

Church School/Youth:
Fr. John reported that the Church 
school’s last class was on April 6, 
2014 prior to Pascha. There will 
be a couple of planned events up-
coming, including a pool party at 
the Dresko’s house, and a movie 
event. No dates are set at present.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: Bea 
Makunen’s sambusas fund-raiser 
has netted $320.00 and was very 
popular.
 There are some logistical 
matters that Father will be dis-
cussing with the leaders of the 
Eritrean community.

Fellowship:
Wine and chocolate tasting social 
is set for May 31. Details and cost 
to be publicized shortly.
 There will be a cookout on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 8, as a 
parish social following Kneeling 
Vespers. Joe Bowman is in charge 
and will be asking for pot luck 
help. Beer and wine will be avail-
able for purchase.
 We will be setting a date for 
a parish outing to a Las Vegas 51s 
game. It will probably be on a 
Saturday after Vespers.
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Outreach/Website: The “sliders” 
at the top of our homepage have 
disappeared. Upon investigation, 
Stephen Osburn determined from 
HostGator that they updated 
their hosting software and our 
“PHP” language is no longer sup-
ported. Stephen will upgrade our 
language, but will be unable to 
do it until after the school year in 
mid-May.

Russian: Father Alexander re-
sumes his monthly visits on May 
10, with the usual schedule. A 
problem was reported to Father 
John about one member who has 
become a nuisance with worship-
pers — particualrly women. Fa-
ther and Kevin will have a discus-
sion with him to lay parameters 
for his behavior and continued 
participation in our parish life.

Stewardship: no report.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: the “pigeon-proofing” 
is complete and seems to work 
well. Kevin will be bringing his 
architect to review the parking 
lot and will ask him to look at the 
bell tower to see if we can be in 
code and useable. If not, we will 
discuss what needs to be done.

NEW BUSINESS
Bishop’s Visit: His Eminence, 
Archbishop Benjamin, will be 
coming for an annual pastoral 
visit on our parish feastday, June 
28-29. A luncheon/social is be-
ing planned for after liturgy on 
Sunday.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, May 27, 
2014, 6:00 pm.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF MAY

Bagdan Kerkez
 May 1, 1996

Jakov Kaganovitch
 May 2, 1999

Ana Nestor
 May 2, 2009

Irene Stump
 May 5, 1990

Michael Kor
 May 5, 2006

Barbara Stokich
 May 7, 2000

Fautine Papamoros
 May 8, 2002

Holly Ann Lowey
 May 11, 1989

Mary Skreagin
 May 14, 2003

Alexander Townsend
 May 16, 2008

Wesley Kabbush
 May 18, 1993

Milan Zatezalo
 May 19, 2007

Victor Sokoloff
 May 23, 2006

Nathalie Novic
 May 27, 2005

Nadezda Ashuts
 May 30, 2008

From the Fathers
First Sermon on Ascension
St. Leo the Great

I. The events recorded as hap-
pening after the Resurrection 
were intended to convince us 
of its truth

Since the blessed and glorious 
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whereby the Divine power 
in three days raised the true Tem-
ple of God, which the wickedness 
of the Jews had overthrown, the 
sacred forty days, dearly-beloved, 
are today ended, which by most 
holy appointment were devoted 
to our most profitable instruc-
tion, so that, during the period 
that the Lord thus protracted 
the lingering of His bodily pres-
ence, our faith in the Resurrec-
tion might be fortified by needful 
proofs.
 For Christ’s Death had much 
disturbed the disciples’ hearts, 
and a kind of torpor of distrust 
had crept over their grief-laden 
minds at His torture on the cross, 
at His giving up the ghost, at His 
lifeless body’s burial. For, when 
the holy women, as the Gospel-
story has revealed, brought word 
of the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, the sepulchre emptied of 
the body, and the angels bearing 
witness to the living Lord, their 
words seemed like ravings to the 
Apostles and other disciples.
 Which doubtfulness, the 
result of human weakness, the 
Spirit of Truth would most assur-
edly not have permitted to exist 
in His own preacher’s breasts, 
had not their trembling anxiety 
and careful hesitation laid the 



foundations of our faith. It was 
our perplexities and our dangers 
that were provided for in the 
Apostles: it was ourselves who 
in these men were taught how to 
meet the cavillings of the ungodly 
and the arguments of earthly 
wisdom. We are instructed by 
their lookings, we are taught by 
their hearings, we are convinced 
by their handlings. Let us give 
thanks to the Divine management 
and the holy Father.’ necessary 
slowness of belief. Others doubt-
ed, that we might not doubt.

II. And therefore they are in 
the highest degree instructive

Those days, therefore, dearly-
beloved, which intervened be-
tween the Lord’s Resurrection 
and Ascension did not pass by 
in uneventful leisure, but great 
mysteries were ratified in them, 
deep truths revealed.
 In them the fear of awful 
death was removed, and the im-
mortality not only of the soul but 
also of the flesh established. In 
them, through the Lord’s breath-
ing upon them, the Holy Ghost 
is poured upon all the Apostles, 
and to the blessed Apostle Peter 
beyond the rest the care of the 
Lord’s flock is entrusted, in addi-
tion to the keys of the kingdom.
 Then it was that the Lord 
joined the two disciples as a com-
panion on the way, and, to the 
sweeping away of all the clouds 
of our uncertainty, upbraided 
them with the slowness of their 
timorous hearts. Their enlight-
ened hearts catch the flame of 
faith, and lukewarm as they have 
been, are made to burn while the 
Lord unfolds the Scriptures.
 In the breaking of bread also 
their eyes are opened as they eat 
with Him: how far more blessed 

is the opening of their eyes, to 
whom the glorification of their 
nature is revealed than that of 
our first parents, on whom fell 
the disastrous consequences of 
their transgression.

III. They prove the Resurrec-
tion of the flesh

And in the course of these and 
other miracles, when the dis-
ciples were harassed by bewil-
dering thoughts, and the Lord 
had appeared in their midst and 
said, “Peace be unto you ,” that 
what was passing through their 
hearts might not be their fixed 
opinion (for they thought they 
saw a spirit not flesh), He refutes 
their thoughts so discordant with 
the Truth, offers to the doubters’ 
eyes the marks of the cross that 
remained in His hands and feet, 
and invites them to handle Him 
with careful scrutiny, because 
the traces of the nails and spear 
had been retained to heal the 
wounds of unbelieving hearts, so 
that not with wavering faith, but 
with most steadfast knowledge 
they might comprehend that the 
Nature which had been lain in the 
sepulchre was to sit on God the 
Father’s throne.

IV. Christ’s ascension has given 
us greater privileges and joys 
than the devil had taken from 
us

Accordingly, dearly-beloved, 
throughout this time which 
elapsed between the Lord’s Res-
urrection and Ascension, God’s 
Providence had this in view, to 
teach and impress upon both 
the eyes and hearts of His own 
people that the Lord Jesus Christ 
might be acknowledged to have 
as truly risen, as He was truly 
born, suffered, and died. And 

hence the most blessed Apostles 
and all the disciples, who had 
been both bewildered at His 
death on the cross and backward 
in believing His Resurrection, 
were so strengthened by the 
clearness of the truth that when 
the Lord entered the heights of 
heaven, not only were they af-
fected with no sadness, but were 
even filled with great joy.
 And truly great and unspeak-
able was their cause for joy, when 
in the sight of the holy multitude, 
above the dignity of all heavenly 
creatures, the Nature of man-
kind went up, to pass above the 
angels’ ranks and to rise beyond 
the archangels’ heights, and to 
have Its uplifting limited by no 
elevation until, received to sit 
with the Eternal Father, It should 
be associated on the throne with 
His glory, to Whose Nature It was 
united in the Son.
 Since then Christ’s Ascension 
is our uplifting, and the hope of 
the Body is raised, whither the 
glory of the Head has gone be-
fore, let us exult, dearly-beloved, 
with worthy joy and delight in 
the loyal paying of thanks. For 
today not only are we confirmed 
as possessors of paradise, but 
have also in Christ penetrated 
the heights of heaven, and 
have gained still greater things 
through Christ’s unspeakable 
grace than we had lost through 
the devil’s malice.
 For us, whom our virulent 
enemy had driven out from the 
bliss of our first abode, the Son of 
God has made members of Him-
self and placed at the right hand 
of the Father, with Whom He lives 
and reigns in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 
Amen.
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