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MARK THE DATES

June 7: Choir Rehearsal after Vespers
June 8: HOLY PENTECOST — Descent of the Holy Spirit; Parish Picnic
June 10-12: Father John away (Diocesan Council, San Francisco)
June 14: Russian Confessions, 9:00 aM; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 aM

June 15: Fathers Day
June 16-20: PARKING LOT WORK, NO ACTIVITIES AT CHURCH PROPERTY
June 16-28: APOSTLES FAST
June 17: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pM, DresKO resIDenCe
June 24: Nativity of St. John the Baptist, Divine Liturgy, 8:00 aM

June 28-29: VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP BENJAMIN

Send email addresses and corrections to: fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Holy Pentecost — June 8
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The Spirit given at Pentecost 
testifies that Jesus is really 
risen from the dead and 

that personal relations with the 
risen Christ are possible for all. In 
his sermon on the first Pentecost, 
St. Peter brings out this unity of 
the resurrection of Jesus with 
Pentecost:

Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with 
mighty works and wonders 
and signs which God did 
through him in your midst...
This Jesus God raised up, and 
of that we all are witnesses. 
Being therefore exalted at the 
right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the 
promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this which you 
see and hear.
(Acts 2:22, 32-33)

The testimony of the Spirit to the 
resurrection of Christ occupies 
the same position of importance 
as the testimony of the empty 
tomb and the post-resurrection 
appearances. God raised him up 
“because it was not possible for 
him to be held by [death]” (Acts 

2:24), then “for many days he 
appeared to those who came up 
with him from Galilee to Jerusa-
lem, who are now his witnesses 
to the people” (Acts 13:31), 
and on the concluding day of 
Passover, at Pentecost, by God’s 
mighty act the entire life of the 
Church, inspired and guided by 
the Spirit, bears witness to the 
resurrection.

Because of Pentecost the 
resurrection of Christ is 
a present reality, not just 

an event that belongs to the past. 
“We do not say merely, ‘Christ 
rose,’” writes Kallistos Ware, “but 
‘Christ is risen’ - he lives now, 
for me and in me. This imme-
diacy and personal directness 
in our relationship with Jesus is 
precisely the work of the Spirit.”  
(The Orthodox Way, p.125) Any 
transformation of human life is 
testimony to the resurrection 
of Christ and the descent of the 
Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
God constantly creates new 
things and glorifies himself in his 
saints, in order to make it known 
that the Word of God became 
flesh, experienced death on the 

cross, and was raised up that we 
might receive the Spirit.
 The resurrection of Christ is 
the first and decisive moment in 
the life of the Church, the mo-
ment which in the fourth gospel 
is called “the last day” (6:39, 40, 
44). The Church lives by and 
moves toward the resurrection 
through the power of the Spirit. 
The vision of the final consum-
mation given in the book of Rev-
elation - “Behold, the dwelling of 
God is with men. He will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself will 
be with them” (21:3) - may be 
understood only in the context of 
the worshipping and witnessing 
Christian community, for which 
the incarnation - “the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among us” 
(Jn 1:14) - is the beginning and 
his resurrection the end that is 
already present in history. Pen-
tecost makes it all present and 
gives meaning to time and his-
tory.

The giving of the Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost is 
neither the same event 

nor the same act of giving as was 



the breathing of the Spirit on the 
evening of the first Easter. The 
Spirit given at Pentecost was 
more than the spiritual power 
and grace granted to the apostles, 
their “ordination” or “consecra-
tion.” It included all spiritual gifts, 
which were given to the whole 
body of Christ, all prophetic and 
charismatic gifts. The two are 
distinct moments of giving at 
two different times of one and 
the same Spirit. At Pentecost, the 
outpouring of the Spirit was for 
the fulfillment of the new life that 
is opened with the breathing of 
the Spirit of the risen Christ on 
Easter Day. And when the Church 
enters into the last day, this will 
be the consummation of Pente-
cost.
 The Spirit was given on Pen-
tecost for the universal proclama-
tion of the gospel. With Pentecost 
the Church starts on her road 
of service and witness. It is of 
significance here that the Church 
calendar numbers Sundays “after 
Pentecost,” until the arrival of 
the Sundays of preparation for 
Great Lent. This practice simply 
means that Pentecost is the cen-
tral point, the beginning, for the 
Church - throughout the weeks, 
the years, the centuries. Every-
thing is seen and evaluated in 
the light of the resurrection and 
Pentecost, for they are the final 
events in the history of salvation.

In John the giving of the Spirit 
is not yet followed by a pub-
lic, universal mission. The 

apostles return to their homes in 
Galilee, where they take up their 
previous occupations (Jn 21:1-3). 
Their public preaching started 
only with Pentecost. With the 
first giving of the Spirit recorded 
in John, the messianic commu-

nity was united with the glorified 
body of Christ. The apostles were 
changed - the new community 
was created by the breath of the 
Spirit of the risen Christ. In this 
sense the Church was born with 
her ministers - the community 
was founded with the giving of 
the Spirit on the first Easter eve-
ning. Yet only on Pentecost was 
the Church “baptized” and given 
the fulness of the spiritual gifts to 
expand.
 The fruit of the resurrection, 
ascension and Pentecost is the 
Church, where these final events 
of Christ’s life are constantly 
relived and authenticated. In 
the worship and sacraments 
of the Church, their meaning is 
revealed, and the abiding effects 
of the life, death and resurrec-
tion of Christ are attested to by 
the members of the body. The 
Church continually witnesses 
to the truth of the incarnation, 
death and resurrection of Christ. 
The Spirit in the Church breaks 
new ground, moves her “to the 
end of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 
With the coming of the Spirit the 
Church is empowered to perform 
greater works than those done 
by Christ (Jn 14:12). But what 
kind of works? The Church can-
not add anything to Christ and to 
his perfection. All her power and 
strength are derived from him. 
He is the head of his body. Yet 
Christ tells the disciples before 
his passion and death that be-
cause of his going to the Father, 
as a result of which the Spirit 
will come, they shall be able to 
do greater works. Their works 
will not be intrinsically greater 
than Christ’s, but the message of 
the gospel will be proclaimed to 
a much larger geographical area 
than was the case during Christ’s 
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earthly ministry. Their works 
will be numerically greater. Many 
more people will be incorpo-
rated into his body. Before his 
death and resurrection Christ 
spoke about the Church’s gen-
tile mission, which would follow 
his death and resurrection (Jn 
12:20ff.). And with the coming 
of the Spirit on Pentecost the 
Church has become engaged in 
a struggle for the salvation of all 
mankind.

The New Testament writers 
fully agree that the gift of 
the Spirit is the outcome 

of the resurrection. The risen or 
ascended Christ gives or sends 
the Spirit. The sequence of events 
that belong to the exaltation of 
Christ are proleptically given in 
John 7:39: “for as yet the Spirit 
had not been given, because 
Jesus was not yet glorified.” The 
sequence of events in the life of 
Christ - his death, resurrection 
and ascension - is the way by 
which he was glorified. “Christ 
was glorified by the Passion,” 
writes St. Gregory Nazianzen in 
his sermon on Pentecost, “and af-
ter he was glorified by the Resur-
rection, and after His Ascension, 
or Restoration, or whatever we 
ought to call it, to Heaven.”  (Ora-
tions 41, 7:383 ) He upon whom 
the Spirit had remained during 
his public ministry (Jn 1:32f) 
bestowed the Spirit on the day 
of resurrection and also on the 
day of Pentecost. The same Spirit 
testifies throughout the centuries 
that Jesus is really risen from the 
dead.

Veselin Kesich
The First Day of the New Creation

SVS Press 1982

Feastdays
In June, we celebrate the follow-
ing feastday. Please join us!

Holy Pentecost
Descent of the Holy Spirit
June 8
Vespers/Litiya, 5:00 pm (Sat)
Divine Liturgy and Kneeling 
Vespers, 9:00 am (Sun)

Nativity of St. John the Baptist
(35th Anniversary of Father John’s 
Ordination)
June 24
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (Tues)

Holy Apostles Peter and Paul
(PARISH PATRONAL FEASTDAY)
June 29
Vespers/Litiya, 5:00 pm (Sat)
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 
9:00 am (Sun)

BISHOP’S VISIT
His Eminence, Archbishop Ben-
jamin, will be making his annual 
pastoral visitation to St. Paul’s on 
the parish patronal feastday of 
Ss. Peter and Paul on June 28-29. 
We will have Great Vespers with 
Litiya on Saturday evening at 
5:00 pm.
 Following the Hierarchi-
cal Liturgy on Sunday morning, 
everyone is invited to stay for 
a luncheon in the parish hall. A 
sign-up list is available for pot 
luck items. See Ginny Hood for 
more information and to volun-
teer. Please join us!

Memorial Saturday
The Saturday before Pentecost 
(June 7) is a Memorial Saturday 
in the Church. We will have a 
general Panikhida to remember 
all our departed on Saturday eve-
ning at 4:30 pm before Vespers. 
Please bring a list of names for 

• 3 •

remembrance.
 There will be Choir Re-
hearsal also after Vespers on that 
Saturday evening. All members 
please try to attend.

Holy Pentecost
Pentecost Sunday will be cel-
ebrated on June 8th. Following the 
liturgy and Kneeling Vespers that 
morning, we will have a parish 
cookout/pot luck. We will also 
remember our church school stu-
dents and staff. A sign-up list for 
needed items to supplement the 
charbroiled delights will be avail-
able in the church hall. Please 
bring something and join us!

Fast Free
The week following the celebra-
tion of Pentecost, June 9-14, is 
a fast-free week in the Orthodox 
Church. Enjoy!

Father Away
Father John will be in San Fran-
cisco June 10-12, attending the 
Bishop’s Advisory Council and 
the quarterly Diocesan Council 
meetings. It will also be a cele-
bration of Archbishop Benjamin’s 
60th birthday and 10th anniver-
sary of consecration. If you have 
need of a priest while Father is 
away, please call Matushka Liz.

Slavonic Service
Father Alexander will be here 
for the monthly service on June 
14. Russian Confessions will be 
heard at 9:00 am, followed by the 
Slavonic Liturgy at 10:00 am.

Apostles Fast
The annual summer Apostles 
Fast begins on Monday, June 16 
and ends with the celebration of 
the Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul on 
June 29.
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Parking Lot
Parking lot maintenance (repair, 
re-sealing, re-striping) will take 
place on Monday, June 16. All of 
that work needs time to cure.
There will be no activities on 
the church property June 16-
20. Gates will be locked and ac-
cess to the property during that 
time will be restricted.

Cooking Club
The next meeting of St. Paul’s 
Cooking Club will meet - date to 
be announced. Melinda Bowman 
will be leading the class, instruct-
ing everyone on the art of cook-
ing with fermented foods. Every-
one is welcome to attend.

Anniversary
The Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist on June 24 is the 35th 
Anniversary of Father John’s 
ordination to the Holy Priest-
hood. Please join him at liturgy 
that day, and please remember 
him in your prayers that God may 
continue to bless and strengthen 
his ministry and service to God’s 
Holy Church.

Feeding the Homeless
Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is Saturday, Sep-
tember 6th. We gather at 10:30 
am to prepare bag lunches then 
go down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can donate 
any of the items needed for the 
lunches (or funds to provide 
such), it would be appreciated. 

Las Vegas 51s Game
We are tentatively planning a sec-
ond annual “St. Paul the Apostle 
Orthodox Church Night” with the 
Las Vegas 51s. Saturday evening, 
August 23, after Vespers, we will 
be going to see the 51s play the 

New Orleans Zephyrs, farm team 
of the Miami Marlins. Ticket in-
formation will be forthcoming.

Capital Improvements
We have received a bid on the 
repair, resealing and re-striping 
of our parking lot. We anticipated 
a bid of $20K. The bid came in 
at $7,800. We need to repair the 
parking lot before the extreme 
heat comes in. We still need 
about $2,500.
 We have established a goal 
of $60,000 to fund needed proj-
ects. We ask everyone to consider 
a special donation to this fund, 
above and beyond your normal 
contributions for the support of 
the parish.

Charity
Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: jelly, 
jam, peanut butter, canned fruit, 
canned tuna/chicken. Thank you!

Orthodox Vendors
We have established a list of busi-
nesses that our parish uses or are 
owned and operated by Orthodox 
Christians (some parishioners). 
We provide this information 
for you to consider if you need 
services.

Amco Plumbing
Howard Powell
(702) 839-1286

CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295

Dolphin Court Salon & Day Spa
7581 W. Lake Mead Blvd.
(702) 946-6000

Karen Short, Realtor
kshortlv@aol.com

(702) 280-1192

Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702) 450-1515

XpressPro (auto repair)
3190 E. Sunset Rd.
Bruce & Svetlana Balasky
(702) 815-0444

Prayer for our Parish
We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, we 
thank You for the blessing of  St. 
Paul parish in our lives. May Your 
word become alive in each and 
every one of us who strive to fol-
low You. Please bless and mul-
tiply all the gifts  — time, talent 
and treasure — which are given 
in thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless and 
multiply the givers and help us all 
to make present Your Kingdom. 
For You are the Giver of all that is 
good, O Christ our God, and to You 
we give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without beginning 
and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever, and  
unto ages of ages. Amen.

Sacraments/Special Services
Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A personal meeting 
scheduled with Fr. John will be 
necessary to schedule any bap-
tism requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time 
for weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must be 
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made at least one week in ad-
vance. If possible, the service 
should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as 
pastorally possible.

Parish Council Synopsis
May 27, 2014 Meeting

Rector’s Report: 
Diocesan Council meets in San 
Francisco June 10 -12. Fr. John 
will attend. Archbishop Benja-
min’s anniversary of consecration 
and 60th birthday will concur-
rently be celebrated.  
 Fr. John will be on vacation 
from July 1- 17.
 Fr. John has experienced 
some major problems with his 
house in Connecticut. These is-
sues may require him to travel 
to Connecticut to handle these 
problems personally. If so, he 
would plan a couple of days at 
a time when it would not affect 
parish life.

Vice President: Ginny Hood re-
ported that there were no signifi-
cant problems on May 17 and 18 
while Fr. John was away and Fr. 
Aurel Sas was serving. 
 The front door of the church 
could not be closed after the 
Liturgy on May 18, and the 
locksmith had to be called. He 
repaired the bars on the front 
and also fixed the side door.  He 
recommended replacing all wood 
exterior doors with metal, since 
the present doors will likely last 
only one or two more years in the 
Las Vegas climate.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
reported on our financials.
  Capital Fund: $5,609.28
 Rainy Day: $7,254.07
 Icon Fund: $7,048.54
Income for April was $22,434.31, 

with expenses of $17,961.53 for a 
surplus of $4,472.78. 

YTD 2014
2014 Inc $ 104,372.90
2014 Exp $ 74,793.85
Inc over Exp $ 29,579.05

Buildings and Grounds:   
Parking lot paving and striping is 
scheduled for Monday, June 16. 
We can add two  handicapped 
parking spaces with the loss of 
one clergy-designated space. The 
handicapped spaces will not be 
“in code” because the grade is not 
2%. The entire parking lot will be 
closed June 16-21. Ginny Hood 
will notify the landscaper not to 
come that week.  
 Fr. John thanked Kevin for 
building the new tables that are 
now in use in the church. They 
have received highly appreciative 
comments by all.  
 Kevin commented on the 
status of the church exterior 
doors. After repair by the lock-
smith they currently are working, 
but will need to be replaced with-
in a year as recommended. There 
are additional problems with 
warping, weather damage and 
original improper installation of 
the panic bars. A brief discussion 
of options ensued. Estimated cost 
for the least expensive type of 
exterior steel door is $750 each. 
It was suggested to use the capi-
tal fund. Kevin McAuley will look 
into types of doors and prices.

Charity: Feeding the Homeless 
will be Saturday, May 31 at 10:30 
am. We anticipate making 150 to 
180 bag lunches. Food and cloth-
ing collections for Friends in the 
Desert is ongoing.

Church School/Youth:
June 8th Pentecost will be a com-

bined church school cookout/ 
church picnic during coffee hour. 
Potluck signups are being taken. 
Joe Bowman is coordinating.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: no report.

Fellowship:
Wine and chocolate tasting social 
is set for May 31. Approximately 
32-35 people have signed up.
 There will be a cookout on 
Pentecost Sunday, June 8, as a 
parish social following Kneeling 
Vespers. Joe Bowman is in charge 
and will be asking for pot luck 
help. Beer and wine will be avail-
able for purchase.
 We will be setting a date for 
a parish outing to a Las Vegas 
51s game. It will probably be on 
a Saturday after Vespers before 
Labor Day.

Outreach/Website: “PHP” prob-
lem with website has been re-
solved. Sliders are back on the 
home page.

Russian: Fr. John, Kevin and 
Natalia met with the individual 
who was the subject of harass-
ment complaints against him by 
women during the Slavonic litur-
gies. The individual was told that 
this behavior is unacceptable and 
cannot be tolerated at church. 
The individual has not been seen 
in church for the past 3–4 weeks. 
There have been no further 
problems; however the services 
will be monitored for any repeat 
behavior should he return. 

Stewardship: no report.

OLD BUSINESS
Bell Tower: Kevin had an archi-
tect look at the bell tower deck. 
The deck and its attachment to 
the tower are within code. The 
existing ladder and stairs does 



not meet code. He proposed 
replacing current stairs with a 
metal ladder. Installing the ladder 
is easy fix; Kevin can do it.  
Kevin will have a structural 
engineer look at the bell tower 
arrangement at a cost.  Estimated 
permit costs will be $200. The 
metal ladder will cost. The archi-
tect will donate his time.  

NEW BUSINESS
Bishop’s Visit: His Eminence, 
Archbishop Benjamin, will be 
coming for an annual pastoral 
visit on our parish feastday, June 
28-29. A luncheon/social is be-
ing planned for after liturgy on 
Sunday. Ginny Hood is coordinat-
ing and a sign-up list for pot-luck 
items will be available.

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 17, 
2014, 6:00 pm.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in our 
daily prayers. They will be remembered 
in the proskomedia before each liturgy.

MONTH OF JUNE

Alexandra Allred
 June 12, 2002

Alexei Kaganovitch
 June 12, 2007

Girmai Johannes
 June 15, 1999

Amelia Vranesh
 June 17, 1991

John Vishnevsky
 June 19, 2007

Dorin Mihai Gutu
 June 21, 1989

Rose Silecky
 June 22, 2007

On Struggle
St. Justin Martyr

[The demons] struggle to have 
you as their slaves and servants, 
and . . . they get hold of all who 
do not struggle to their utmost 
for their own salvation — as we 
do who, after being persuaded by 
the Word, renounced them and 
now follow the only unbegot-
ten God through his Son. Those 
who once rejoiced in fornication 
now delight in self-control alone; 
those who made use of magic 
arts have dedicated themselves 
to the good and unbegotten God; 
we who once took most pleasure 
in the means of increasing our 
wealth and property now bring 
what we have into a common 
fund and share with everyone in 
need; we who hated and killed 
one another and would not as-
sociate with men of different 
tribes because of [their different] 
customs, now after the manifes-
tation of Christ live together and 
pray for our enemies and try to 
persuade those who unjustly hate 
us, so that they, living according 
to the fair commands of Christ, 
may share with us the good hope 
of receiving the same things... 
The teachings of Christ were 
short and concise, for he was no 
philosopher, but his word was 
the power of God.

(First Apology 14)

When the Spirit of prophecy 
speaks as predicting things that 
are to come to pass, He speaks 
in this way: ‘For out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And 
He shall judge among the na-
tions, and shall rebuke many 
people; and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and 

their spears into pruning-hooks: 
nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.’ And that 
it did so come to pass, we can 
convince you. For from Jerusalem 
there went out into the world, 
men, twelve in number, and these 
illiterate, of no ability in speak-
ing: but by the power of God they 
proclaimed to every race of men 
that they were sent by Christ 
to teach to all the word of God; 
and we who formerly used to 
murder one another do not only 
now refrain from making war 
upon our enemies, but also, that 
we may not lie nor deceive our 
examiners, willingly die confess-
ing Christ. For that saying, ‘The 
tongue has sworn but the mind 
is unsworn,’ might be imitated by 
us in this matter. But if the sol-
diers enrolled by you, and who 
have taken the military oath, pre-
fer their allegiance to their own 
life, and parents, and country, 
and all kindred, though you can 
offer them nothing incorruptible, 
it were verily ridiculous if we, 
who earnestly long for incorrup-
tion, should not endure all things, 
in order to obtain what we desire 
from Him who is able to grant it.

(First Apology 39)
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Parish Feastday June 29
Ss. Peter and Paul

Visit of Archbishop Benjamin


