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MARK THE DATES

September 1: CHURCH NEW YEAR
September 5: Las Vegas 51s Game after Vespers
September 6: Parish Picnic following Divine Liturgy
September 8: NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS; Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am

September 9: Adult Faith Forum 2015-16 begins; Daily Vespers, 6:30 pm

September 12: Russian Confessions, 9:00 am; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 am

September 13: BOND COMMITMENT DAY AT COFFEE HOUR
September 14: EXALTATION OF THE CROSS (Strict Fast); Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am

September 15: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pm

September 21-24: Metropolitan Council Meeting, NY (Father out of town till 9/30)
October 1: Protection of the Theotokos; Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am

October 1-4: ANNUAL GREEK FESTIVAL, St. John the Baptist Church

Send email addresses and corrections to: fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

Nativity of the Theotokos
September 8

Exaltation of the Cross
September 14
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GREETERS

SEp 6: mcaulEy/OSbuRn

SEp 13: cOnducTOR/WhEElER

SEp 20: campbEll/maSOn

SEp 27: muRphy/chOnG

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

hOuRS: dEmkO

EpiSTlE: J. huffman

pOST-cOmm: WhEElER

chuRch SchOOl
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DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

hOuRS: E. TESfay

EpiSTlE: i. TESfay

pOST-cOmm: paRkER

chuRch SchOOl bEGinS

OcT 130

3

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

hOuRS: hOOd

EpiSTlE: dEmkO

pOST-cOmm: RiGGS

pRayERS fOR ThE EaRTh
paRiSh picnic
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RuSSian cOnfESSiOnS, 9:00 am

SlaVOnic liTuRGy
10:00 am

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

ERiTREan SERVicE, 8:00 am

cOffEE chaT, 10:00 am

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

hOuRS: E. huffman

EpiSTlE: paRkER

pOST-cOmm: 
VESpERS Of ThE cROSS

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

diVinE liTuRGy, 8:00 am

EXalTaTiOn Of
ThE cROSS

STRicT faST day

54

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

lV 51S GamE

mETROpOliTan cOuncil mEETinG, Oca chancERy, SyOSSET, ny
faThER JOhn OuT Of TOWn SEpTEmbER 21-30

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

no Confessions

diVinE liTuRGy, 8:00 am

naTiViTy Of
ThE ThEOTOkOS

DAILY VESPERS, 6:30 pm

adulT claSS RESumES

VESPERS/LITIYA, 1:00 pm

nOTE SpEcial TimE!

ERiTREan SERVicE, 8:00 am

nO cOffEE chaT

diVinE liTuRGy, 8:00 am

pROTEcTiOn Of
ThE ThEOTOkOS

ERiTREan SERVicE, 9:30 am

PARISH COUNCIL, 6:00 pm
bOnd cOmmiTmEnT dayS

ERiTREan SERVicE, 8:00 am

cOffEE chaT, 10:00 am

faThER JOhn OuT Of TOWn SEpTEmbER 21-30

adulT claSS Only
6:30 pm

labOR day

ERiTREan SERVicE, 8:00 am

cOffEE chaT, 10:00 am

bOnd EXiT mEETinG
3:00 pm

OcT 2 OcT 3

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

GREEk fESTiVal, ST. JOhn’S chuRch, OcT 1-4

bapTiSm, 10:00 am

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
MTG, 7:00 pm; dRESkO’S

LV VALLEY ORTHODOX 
CLERGY MTG, 10:30 am
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The 18th All-American 
Council was outstanding. 
The spirit was excellent; 

everyone seemed to be look-
ing forward for the first time in 
ten years. Two major decisions, 
the revision of the Statute of the 
OCA and the Resolution on Pro-
portional Giving, both passed 
overwhelmingly. The delegates 
were well spoken, there was 
none of the pettiness that can 
sometimes arise, and even 
those who spoke in opposition 
to something were polite and 
well reasoned. The Metropoli-
tan’s Address on Monday eve-
ning set a marvelous tone for 
the week. I highly recommend 
you listen to the address on 
Ancient Faith Radio’s website. 
In short, the whole week was 
pleasant.

Metropolitan’s Address: 
http://www.ancientfaith.com/
specials/18th_aac/metropoli-
tan_tikhon_address

However, if there was one dis-
appointment, it was the lack of 
any real substantive discussion 
or even proclamations about the 

current social issues roiling the 
waters today. The Metropolitan 
did include clear comments in 
his address. And one can argue, 
of course, that “statements” 
were issued by various bishops 
on those issues before the AAC. 
One can also argue “Orthodox 
Christians know the clear stand 
of the Church on these issues.” 
Neither of those arguments hold 
water and some clear as a bell 
clarion call should have come 
forth from the Council in the 
name of the Church to help our 
faithful understand the teach-
ings of the Fathers and the 
Church on issues in our head-
lines today. Many did not read 
any of those statements, and 
many certainly do not know the 
teaching of the Church on these 
issues.

In his Address of the Chan-
cellor, Father John Jillions 
seemed to touch on these is-

sues without touching on these 
issues. Unfortunately it was late 
Monday evening and not an op-
timal time to discuss or debate 
anything said. In his address, he 
stated the following:

“…nothing stops us from being 
who we are: members of the 
Church, with a capital C, wheth-
er others know it, accept it, ridi-
cule it, reject it or not. To be the 
Church in this universal sense 
means we look at every hu-
man being the way God does. 
Regardless of who they are or 
what sins they have committed 
this is a child of God. This is 
someone for whom Christ died. 
This is someone for whom the 
Orthodox Church could be a 
spiritual home. (italics Fr. Jil-
lions)
 The Church is also a spiri-
tual hospital for all. Jesus en-
visioned a Church that would 
bring everyone from the high-
ways and byways, the poor, the 
sick, the lame and the maimed: 
wounded people all in need 
of healing. And we are among 
them. We are all “the first of sin-
ners,” receiving Communion “for 
the healing of soul and body.” 
We are all works in progress.”
 He also went on to quote 
the director of the “Loaves and 
Fishes Ministry” (a ministry to 
the homeless providing meals 
and social services) at a par-



ish in Atlanta, who said, “These 
people are used to being looked 
at as blights on the landscape. 
So the message we want to 
give them is ‘I love you the way 
you are.’ We don’t require prog-
ress to continue serving them. 
Because what motivates people 
to change is an experience of 
love and acceptance, not more 
judgment. We help them when 
they’re ready.”

There is not a single word 
in any of these comments 
that we can, or should, 

disagree with. To uncondition-
ally love absolutely every single 
person that God brings across 
our paths is the Christian im-
perative. But when you start 
to talk about the Church as a 
“hospital,” perhaps some more 
nuance is needed. Love in the 
life of the Church can never 
be separated from Truth. After 
all, one of the rallying cries of 
certain groups in our society 
is “Love Wins.” Those groups 
are not only in opposition to the 
Truth, but are coming to the 
point of persecuting the Truth. 
And their arguments certainly 
have little to do with “love.”
 Father John’s words can 
easily be construed that the 
doors of the Church are open to 
everyone without conditions. 
That can never be the case. 
While we love without condi-
tion, that love also must call 
to repentance. You and I don’t 
enter the Church without condi-
tions. You and I don’t enter the 
Church without repentance. You 
and I were not sealed with the 
Gift of the Holy Spirit to live life 
without discernment. You and I 
are called to live a life of reflec-
tion on and sorrow for our sins. 

You and I certainly can’t expect 
our sins to be enshrined and 
exalted (even if we often try!).

What is a hospital? First 
of all, no one goes to 
a hospital unless they 

think they have an illness that 
needs to be treated by means 
other than that available to them 
in everyday life. If one has can-
cer, one doesn’t just sit at home 
waiting for it to get better. To 
say that the Church is a hos-
pital means that we call those 
who are afflicted to come for 
treatment. Father John rightly 
states that we are all afflicted 
with one illness or another. The 
difference in our world today, 
and where he is totally remiss 
in making such blanket state-
ments is that those who come 
to the Church today very often 
think their affliction is normal, 
acceptable and in no need of 
treatment.
 If I go to a hospital, I may 
have an idea of what’s wrong, 
but I do not go to the doctor 
and tell him what’s wrong. I wait 
for a diagnosis. And when the 
diagnosis is given to me, I can 
deny it and refuse treatment, in 
which case I will leave the hos-
pital. I can argue with the doctor 
about the severity of my illness, 
making treatment problematic. 
Finally, I can tell the doctor what 
course of treatment he must 
prescribe for me. “No, I’m sure 
it’s just a headache not a brain 
tumor, and all I need is some 
aspirin and not surgery and 
chemo.” All those courses of ac-
tion mean that I will continue to 
live with my illness, get worse, 
and then die.
 But I have another choice. I 
can go to the hospital with my 
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complaints and sincere concern 
for my safety, health and well-
being. I can let the doctor tell 
me what’s wrong, then follow 
the course of action that is pre-
scribed. Then I stand a reason-
able chance of being healed.  
The Church stands ready and 
able to welcome anyone who 
wants to limp in with their afflic-
tions and prescribe the medi-
cine that our Lord, the Fathers, 
2,000 years of Holy Tradition 
and the Scriptures have given 
to us. Anyone who avails him or 
her self of this treatment will find 
life. Those who don’t…

Idon’t go to a hospital look-
ing for a comfortable room, 
with great restaurants and 

room service, expecting to 
have the staff ready to cater to 
my every whim. For that, I go 
to a hotel. I pick and choose 
the size, the style, the comfort 
level, the price, and the city and 
neighborhood. I go to a hospital 
to be healed. The comments 
in the Chancellor’s Address 
leave more than a little room for 
confusion on this matter. There 
is no confusion in the teach-
ings and the life of the Church. 
Whether my sin is gluttony, 
anger, sexual activity outside 
the God-given state of monoga-
mous male-female marriage, 
or any other sin, if I think I can 
come to the Church and remain 
in my sin with no fight whatso-
ever, justifying and excusing my 
sin, I am deluded. If the Church 
allows me to remain deluded, 
She has not proved her love for 
me. 
 We live in a very challenging 
time. We must carefully ensure 
that no poison (in the name of 
the Church!) seeps into the well 

from which our people are drink-
ing deeply. Our young people 
have a very difficult time con-
necting personal actions, moral-
ity, and faith, with Truth. Ironi-
cally, some, while claiming that 
we must change, actually just 
parrot what they hear every day: 
“you can come to Christ and the 
Church and remain completely 
unchanged.“ All of us have to 
fight our passions every single 
moment and repent when we 
fail. St. Paul reminds us:

“But know this, that in the last 
days perilous times will come: 
For men will be lovers of them-
selves, lovers of money, boast-
ers, proud, blasphemers, dis-
obedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, 
slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, despisers of good, trai-
tors, headstrong, haughty, 
lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God, having a form 
of godliness but denying its 
power. And from such people 
turn away. For of this sort are 
those… [who are] always learn-
ing and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.”
(2 Timothy 3:1-6)

Does “from such people 
turn away” sound like 
“no conditions”? If we 

throw around sentences like “I 
love you just the way you are” 
without clarification on what 
that love entails, we are not a 
hospital. We are simply a hotel, 
and the worst kind of hotel that 
is rented by the hour. We can, 
however, follow St. Paul’s con-
tinuing advice to Timothy: “…
you must continue in the things 
which you have learned and 
been assured of, knowing from 
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whom you have learned them, 
and that from childhood you 
have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus.”
(2 Timothy 3:14-15)

Feastdays
During September, we celebrate 
the following feasts:

NATIVITY OF
 THE THEOTOKOS
September 8
VESpErS/LITIYA, 1:00 pm (mON)
  Note special time - labor day
DIVINE LITurgY, 8:00 Am (WED)

EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
(Strict Fast Day)
September 14
VESpErS AFTEr LITurgY (SuN)
DIVINE LITurgY, 8:00 Am (mON)

prOTEcTION OF THE THEOTOKOS

October 1
DIVINE LITurgY, 8:00 Am (THur)

BOND prOgrAm

Now is the time for all of us to 
be thoughtfully and prayerfully 
considering what part we can 
have in making our Bond Pro-
gram an overwhelming success.  
We are two weeks away from 
the day we have been anticipat-
ing for several weeks: the day 
everyone selects and reserves 
the bonds that meet their par-
ticular investment need.
  If you wish to purchase 
bonds but are unable to at-
tend the meeting on Septem-
ber 13, it is important that you 
ask someone to draw and 
complete a reservation card 
for you or call Martin North-
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ern at 501-860-3400 prior to 
September 13 to make your 
request known.  
 The reservation card is only 
an indication of your interest in 
purchasing specific amounts 
in specific maturities and in no 
way obligates you to make such 
purchase. No sales of bonds 
will be made nor will any com-
mitments to purchase bonds 
be accepted until the delivery 
of a prospectus that includes 
complete information about the 
offering.
This communication does not constitute an 
offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to 
buy, nor shall there be any sale of securities 
as described herein in any state in which such 
offer, solicitation, or sale is not authorized. All 
offerings are by prospectus only.  Church bonds 
are subject to investment risk. Potential inves-
tors should read the prospectus carefully before 
investing and should consider any potential 
investment in view of their own investment expe-
rience, risk tolerance, and available investment 
capital.

TrAVELS

The fall session of the Metropol-
itan Council of the OCA meets 
in New York September 21-24. 
Father John is our diocesan 
representative and will be at-
tending this meeting. Following 
the meeting, he will be speaking 
at the 100th Anniversary Cel-
ebration of Holy Transfiguration 
Church in New Haven, CT and 
visiting family for a few days. He 
will be away September 21-30. 
Father Michael Molloy will be 
serving here September 26-27. 
Please welcome him warmly.
 If you have an emergency 
during Fr. John’s absence, 
please contact Deacon Stephen 
(702-521-6988) with church 
service questions or pastoral 
needs and Ginny Hood (702-
536-4428) for any property or 
building questions and they 
will coordinate a local response 
with Father John.

prAYErS FOr THE EArTH

The Church New Year (Sept 1) 
has become the International 
Ecology Day in the Orthodox 
Church. Archbishop Benjamin 
has asked all parishes to serve 
a small Prayer Service for the 
Earth on the Sunday after Sept 
1 to ask God’s blessings on 
our planet. We will serve those 
prayers at the end of liturgy on 
September 6.

pArISH pIcNIc

Our annual Labor Day/Start of 
the School Year parish picnic 
will be held on Sunday, Septem-
ber 6 after Divine Liturgy. The 
parish will provide hamburgers 
and hot dogs, along with all 
the fixins. A sign-up list is avail-
able in the hall for the potluck 
items we need to fill in the meal. 
Please join us and volunteer to 
bring something.

FEASTDAY/LABOr DAY

The Nativity of the Theotokos 
will be celebrated on Septem-
ber 8. Vespers will be served 
on the eve of the feast (Labor 
Day) at 1:00 pm. This special 
service time allows for every-
one to go home and enjoy the 
civil holiday while keeping the 
Church Holy Day. Liturgy will be 
served at 8:00 Am as usual on 
September 8th.

ADuLT FAITH FOrum

Our Wednesday evening Adult 
Faith Forum sessions begin 
again on September 9th. We will 
have Daily Vespers at 6:30 pm, 
followed by a one hour discus-
sion. This year’s topic is Christ 
and the Church in the Old Tes-
tament. Please join us!

SLAVONIc SErVIcE

Father Alexander will be here 
for the normal Slavonic service 
on September 12th. Russian 
confessions begin at 9:00 Am, 
followed by Slavonic Liturgy at 
10:00 Am.

cHurcH ScHOOL

Our 2015-16 Church School 
year begins on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20. As usual, classes 
will meet following Divine Lit-
urgy. Registration is now being 
taken in the church hall during 
coffee hour. We have classes 
from kindergarten through high 
school age. See Amy McAuley 
or Steve Tanksley with ques-
tions.

FEEDINg THE HOmELESS

Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is set for October 
17. We gather at 10:30 Am to 
prepare bag lunches then go 
down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can do-
nate any of the items needed for 
the lunches (or funds to provide 
such), it would be appreciated. 

cHArITY

Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: 
jelly, jam, peanut butter, canned 
fruit, canned tuna/chicken. 
Thank you!

OrTHODOx VENDOrS

We have established a list of 
businesses that our parish uses 
or are owned and operated 
by Orthodox Christians (some 
parishioners). We provide this 
information for you to consider if 
you need services.
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CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295

Dolphin Court Salon & Day Spa
7581 W. Lake Mead Blvd.
(702) 946-6000

Nina Grozav, Realtor
bnv7777@gmail.com
(702) 521-0208
speaks Russian and Romanian

Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702) 450-1515

Westfield Eye Center
C. Edward Yee, MD
2575 Lindell Road
(702) 362-3937

prAYEr FOr Our pArISH

We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, 
we thank You for the bless-
ing of  St. Paul parish in our 
lives. May Your word become 
alive in each and every one of 
us who strive to follow You. 
Please bless and multiply all 
the gifts  — time, talent and 
treasure — which are given in 
thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless 
and multiply the givers and 
help us all to make present 
Your Kingdom. For You are 
the Giver of all that is good, O 
Christ our God, and to You we 
give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without begin-
ning and Your all-holy, good 
and life-giving Spirit, now and 
ever, and  unto ages of ages. 
Amen.

SAcrAmENTS/SpEcIAL SErVIcES

Please follow these guidelines.

• Baptisms. A personal meet-
ing scheduled with Fr. John will 
be necessary to schedule any 
baptism requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time for 
weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must 
be made at least one week in 
advance. If possible, the service 
should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as 
pastorally possible.

pArISH cOuNcIL SYNOpSIS

AuguST 18, 2015 mEETINg

Rector’s Report: Father John 
shared his impressions of the 
18th All American Council 
(AAC) and his conviction that 
this council was the best he 
had attended; a positive turning 
point for the OCA. Two major 
decisions passed overwhelm-
ingly; (1) revision of the OCA 
statutes and (2) proportional 
giving. Metropolitan Tikhon gave 
a well-crafted address, summa-
rizing the struggles the church 
has gone through, and pointing 
to a new, vibrant future and the 
many good things now happen-
ing in the life of the church. The 
Diocese of the West’s Diocesan 
Assembly also approved and 
passed the proportional giving 
resolution.
 Informed council: (1) Two 
catechumen families are cur-
rently studying and there is 
one more interested family, for 
a total of 11 catechumens. (2) 
Adult class resumes Wednes-
day, September 9 with a new 

program. (3) Vespers will be 
held at 1:00 PM on Labor Day 
instead of the usual time of 6:30 
PM. This will enable people to 
attend evening events usually 
associated with the civil holiday. 
The Nativity of the Theotokos 
liturgy will take place as usual 
at 8:00 AM Tuesday.  (4) Fa-
ther will attend the Metropolitan 
Council 20 – 24 September in 
Syosset, NY. He will return to 
Las Vegas on September 30th. 
Father Michael Malloy will serve 
in his absence. 
 Discussion ensued over 
the handling of various prob-
lems that arose during Father’s 
absence at the All American 
Council, including the need to 
strengthen the chain of com-
mand and clarify responsibili-
ties. Fr. John determined that 
Deacon Stephen Osburn will 
take care of pastoral and litur-
gical issues, Ginny Hood will 
manage administrative matters, 
while problems pertaining to 
buildings and grounds will be di-
rected to Kevin McAuley. These 
three persons will coordinate 
between themselves any inter-
dependent tasks such as lock-
ing or unlocking doors, granting 
access, etc. 

Vice President’s Report: Ginny 
reported (1) Complaints from 
a parishioner about excessive 
candle wax on the church floor 
suspected to be from services 
during the week. Father John 
will monitor the condition of the 
church. 
 (2) Stanley Security Com-
pany responded to an alarm at 
the church without informing 
anyone on the parish contact 
list first. Ginny Hood stated that 
they need to call her first if they 



are going to send someone 
out so that she may check the 
property and lock and secure 
the doors.

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
distributed our financials before 
the meeting:
  Capital Fund: $7,462.09
 Rainy Day: $11,010.22
 Icon Fund: $15,082.79
 Income for June was 
$18,692.76, with expenses 
of $17,436.06 for a surplus of 
$1,256.70.
 Income for July was 
$14,825.44, with expenses 
of $19,860.13 for a deficit of 
$5,034.69.

YTD 2015 (Jan-July)
2015 Inc $ 148,614.63
2015 Exp $ 133,321.65
Inc over Exp $ 15,292.98

All parish finances including 
accounts payable are totally 
current.
 Informed council the finan-
cial audit has been completed 
for the bond program. Hard cop-
ies of the PDFs sent to us by 
the auditor, Denise C. Dampier, 
CPA, have been printed and 
given to the Secretary, Cath-
erine Wilkalis to be filed with 
the minutes. These include 
the following reports: Financial 
reports for 2012, 2013, 2014, 
and 2015 through July 31. A 
Final Management Letter dated 
August 10, 2015 was signed by 
Karen Short and returned to De-
nise Dampier. (Copies of all of 
the above will be filed with the 
August 18, 2015 Parish Council 
Minutes.)  
 The Health Savings Ac-
count (HSA) for Father John 
has been opened. (See June 
16, 2015 minutes for details.)

COMMITTEES
Building and Grounds: Kevin 
reported (1) Work on the bell 
tower is halfway complete. The 
metal ladder is the only thing 
still needed, plus final inspec-
tion, then the construction will 
meet legal requirements. (2) 
The church building will be get-
ting metal exterior doors. Kevin 
will be meeting with a contractor 
for an estimate in the next few 
weeks. (3) Kevin will coordinate 
getting a leaky pipe in the parish 
hall fixed.  
 Fr. John discussed possibil-
ity of changing out the overhead 
lights in the office and parish 
hall from fluorescent to LEDs. 
LED lights look like fluorescent 
tubes and do not require chang-
ing out the fixtures. They last 20 
years. Estimated replacement 
cost approximately $700. Fa-
ther John will talk to Rick Zerret 
the electrician. Rebates are no 
longer available.   
 Ginny Hood informed coun-
cil that the landscaper put down 
extra mulch in the courtyard. It 
is now at least two inches thick 
although still unevenly distrib-
uted in places. He is billing the 
parish an extra $380 for the 
second load of mulch. Discus-
sion ensued; consensus was to 
dispute this bill since he should 
have ensured a uniform depth 
of two inches was laid down 
per the original agreement. The 
sprinklers were replaced by 
deep root watering units for the 
trees.

Charity: Reported (1) Next 
Feeding the Homeless is sched-
uled for 10:30 AM, Saturday, 
October 17. Donations of socks 
and hygiene items are welcome. 
Donations for Friends in the 

Desert Food Bank are ongoing, 
and we still need nonperishable 
food items. (2) Commented on 
her impressions of AAC – a very 
positive experience.  OCA is 
taking a refreshing approach to 
doing missions and charitable 
works at the national and parish 
level.  Check www.oca.org for 
all information.

IOCC: Joe Wheeler reports (1) 
Christina Meres from the nation-
al IOCC will arrive in late Sep-
tember to promote support for 
IOCC. (2) Rae Pattison’s School 
Bags for Syria project has been 
well supported by parish youth. 
More than 50 bags are complet-
ed, but she still needs school 
supplies.

Church School/Youth: (1) All 
classes and teachers have been 
assigned for church school. 
There are no last minute needs.  
(2) Youth group will be involved 
in Project Mexico for summer 
of 2016. Deacon Stephen will 
coordinate. This would involve 
a 7-day trip to Mexico where 
youth will help build housing 
for poor families. Participants 
will require a passport or pass-
port card, and a fee is charged 
to defray personal and travel 
expenses. We anticipate do-
ing a parish fund- raiser event 
to offset the cost. Details are 
currently being worked out and 
further information will be made 
available.

Eritrean/Ethiopian: no report.

Fellowship: First meeting of the 
season will be Sunday, August 
23. Planned activities include: 
Sept 5, Las Vegas 51s game;  
Sept 6, Parish Picnic;  October-
fest TBA;  December 5, Cookie 
walk. 
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Outreach/website: no report.

Russian: no report.

Stewardship: no report.

OLD BUSINESS
Iconography: Our iconographer 
is completing 4 panels to be 
installed in the sanctuary and 
has made sketches for the rest 
of the church. We will have 
enough funds for icon painting 
and installation. Icons of all the 
American Saints are planned 
for the pillars of the church and 
scenes from the life of St. Paul 
for the back walls.

Bond Program: Martin Northern 
will be at our church to explain 
the bond program to the pa-
rishioners on Sunday, August 
30th during Coffee Hour, and 
again on Monday August 31st. 
IRA sign- ups will be available 
at that time. Bond Commitment 
Sunday will be on September 
13th during Coffee Hour when 
parishioners will be able to se-
lect specific requests for bonds. 
Thursday, September 17th 
at 3:00PM will be the execu-
tive exit meeting for the bond 
program attended by Fr. John, 
Ginny Hood, Karen Short, and 
Joe Wheeler. Fr. John has set a 
goal of retiring the bonds and all 
debt by 2022. 

NEW BUSINESS
PSP & Backgrounds: Informed 
council each member must read 
and sign the OCA’s Abbreviated 
Policies, Standards, and Proce-
dures (PSP) on Sexual Miscon-
duct. All members of the council 
will require background checks 
as well as those serving any-
where in the church in a posi-
tion of authority or working with 
youth. An estimated 30 people 

will need background checks 
at a cost of ~$25 each. These 
will be performed by ClearStar 
and are good for 3 years.  OCA 
has a zero tolerance policy for 
sexual misconduct. If a person 
has been an offender, he/she 
will not be able to serve in any 
church leadership position in the 
OCA.

Deacon Stipend: Father compli-
mented Deacon Stephen on his 
progress. Suggested the par-
ish start giving him a monthly 
stipend. Discussion ensued. 
Council members agreed on 
a stipend of $750 per month 
starting on September 1st. This 
amount will be discussed and 
included in the 2016 budget. 
Deacon Stephen will receive a 
check with a 1099.  At this time, 
being attached but not assigned 
to the parish, he is not eligible 
for enrollment in the pension 
plan.   Motion by Virginia Hood, 
seconded by James Brophy; ap-
proved unanimously. 

Parish Hall: Litsa Informed 
council she has received posi-
tive feedback on new table/seat-
ing arrangements. Suggested 
plans to remove the open metal 
storage racks currently in use, 
and replace them with closed 
closet/pantry style cupboards 
to improve the neatness and 
appearance of the hall storage 
area. Discussion ensued; it was 
suggested to put definite plans 
on hold until the bond money 
comes in.

Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, September 15, 2015.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in 
our daily prayers. They will be remem-
bered in the proskomedia before each 
liturgy.

MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

Oscar Thomas Abdoulah
 September 3, 2001

John Vukmanovich
 September 9, 2006

Milana Popovich
 September 10, 1998

Darinka Janjic
 September 12, 1994

Lucian Stefanescu
 September 14, 1999

Theodore Shimsky
 September 15, 2002

Dawit Kahassai
 September 16, 2001

Yekaalo Gebremeskel
 September 16, 2010

Tatiana Paul
 September 17, 2003

Ruslan Zhgenti
 September 17, 2010

Christina Manteris
 September 25, 1992

Valentina Petrovna Demchenko
 September 25, 2001

Norman Daniel Kuka
 September 26, 2001
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THE cHurcH NEW YEAr

Each year, at the beginning of 
September, the Churches of the 
Byzantine Rite lead their congrega-
tions into a cycle of prayers and 
commemorations that constitutes 
the ‘liturgical year’ or the ‘church 
year.’ What does this liturgical year 
mean, exactly?
 One could think of the liturgical 
year as if it were a picture of the 
services and feast days during a 
cycle of 365 days, from September 
to September: in short, the liturgi-
cal year could be reduced to a 
practical diagram, to a calendar. 
The liturgical year is, in fact, ex-
pressed as a calendar, but simplify 
to identify it with a calendar would 
be totally inadequate. One could 
also say that the purpose of the 
liturgical year was to bring to the 
minds of believers the teachings of 
the Gospel and the main events of 
Christian history in a certain order. 
That is true, but this educational, 
pedagogical, function does not ex-
haust the significance of the liturgi-
cal year. Perhaps we could say 
that its aim is to orient our prayer 
in a particular direction and also 
to provide it with an official chan-
nel which is objective, and even, 
in a certain way, artistic. This, too, 
is true, but the liturgy is more than 
a way of prayer, and it is more 
than a magnificent lyric poem. The 
liturgy is a body of sacred ‘signs’ 
which, in the thought and desire of 
the Church, have a present effect. 
Each liturgical feast renews and in 
some sense actualizes the event of 
which it is the symbol; it takes this 
event out of the past and makes 
it immediate; it offers us the ap-
propriate grace, it becomes and 
‘effectual sign,’ and we experience 
this efficacy to the extent that we 
bring to it a corresponding inclina-
tion of our soul. But still, this does 
not say everything. The liturgical 
year is, for us, a special means of 
union with Christ. No doubt every 

Eucharist unites us intimately with 
Christ, for in it he is ‘both he who 
offers and who is offered,’ in the 
same way that every prayer, being 
the prayer of the members of the 
mystical body, shares in the prayer 
of him who is the head of the body 
and the only one whose prayer is 
perfect. But, in the liturgical year, 
we are called to relive the whole 
life of Christ: from Christmas to 
Easter, from Easter to Pentecost, 
we are exhorted to unite our-
selves to Christ in his birth and in 
his growth, to Christ suffering, to 
Christ dying, to Christ in triumph 
and to Christ inspiring his Church. 
The liturgical year forms Christ in 
us, from his birth to the full stature 
of the perfect man. According to a 
medieval Latin saying, the liturgical 
year is Christ himself, annus est 
Christus.
 It is not only the commemora-
tion of the events in the life of the 
Lord Jesus that forms Christ in us. 
In addition to the cycle of feasts 
that bear directly on our Lord, the 
liturgical year includes the cycle 
of feasts of the saints. These two 
cycles, however, should not be 
thought of as two strands that run 
parallel to, or separate from, each 
other, for the saints are the glori-
fied members of the body of Christ. 
Their sanctity is but an aspect, a 
shining ray of the holiness of Christ 
himself. To celebrate the feast of a 
saint is to celebrate a special grace 
that flow from our Lord which is 
specially evidenced by the saint, 
it is to enter (for our profit) into the 
relationship of prayer which unites 
that saint to Christ. It is still more. 
In the same way that the feasts 
of our Lord in a mysterious way 
renew the events of his life, so 
the feasts of the saints make their 
lives, their merits and their deaths 
mysteriously actual, inasmuch 
as they participate in the life, the 
merits and the death of the Lord 
Jesus. Thus commemorations of 
the martyrs somehow renew the 

grace of their violent deaths, so 
that, as these were a participation 
in the passion of Christ, it is this 
passion which is relived in remem-
bering the martyrs. The liturgical 
year has but one and the same 
object, Jesus Christ; whether we 
contemplate him directly, or wheth-
er we contemplate him through the 
members of his body.
 Great graces and great spiri-
tual opportunities are offered us 
during the course of the liturgical 
year. It provides a frame and sup-
port for Christian piety; it gives it 
a style which is sober and objec-
tive; it maintains a bond of unity 
among believers. And, above all, 
it communicates an inspiration, 
it transmits a life. One should, 
however, beware of excessive 
‘liturgicalism’ which would seek 
to enclose prayer in ritual frames. 
The liturgical way is not the only 
way. Saints and mystics have 
sometimes reduced outward forms 
to a minimum; solitaries have done 
without them altogether. Liturgical 
life is not an end in itself; it is but 
a means — amongst other means 
— of reaching the kingdom of God 
which ‘is within us.’ Our taking part 
in the liturgical year is empty and 
illusory if the outward cycle is not 
matched by an inner cycle, and if 
the events of Christ’s life that each 
feast represents do not find them-
selves mysteriously renewed in our 
soul. The liturgical year acquires its 
true meaning to the extent that it 
becomes an adoration in spirit and 
in truth.

a Monk of the Eastern Church
The Year of Grace of the Lord


