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MARK THE DATES

October 1: Protection of the Theotokos; Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am

October 1-4: ANNUAL GREEK FESTIVAL, St. John the Baptist Church
October 6: Fellowship Committee Meeting, 6:30 pm (at Dreskos)
October 10: Russian Confessions, 9:00 am; Slavonic Liturgy, 10:00 am 
October 13-14: Diocesan Council Meeting, SF (Father out of town)
October 17: FEEDING THE HOMELESS, 10:30 am

October 20: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pm

October 24: 3rd Annual Oktoberfest (following Vespers)
October 26: St. Demetrius of Thessalonica; Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am

November 14: ANNUAL ADVENT RETREAT, 10:00 am, St. Paul’s

Send email addresses and corrections to: fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

St. Innocent of Moscow
October 6

St. Demetrius the Myrrhgusher
October 26
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The Great Martyr Dem-
etrius the Myrrh-gusher 
of Thessalonica was the 

son of a Roman proconsul in 
Thessalonica. Three centuries 
had elapsed and Roman pagan-
ism, spiritually shattered and 
defeated by the multitude of 
martyrs and confessors of the 
Savior, intensified its persecu-
tions. The parents of St Dem-
etrius were secretly Christians, 
and he was baptized and raised 
in the Christian Faith in a secret 
church in his father’s home,
 By the time Demetrius had 
reached maturity and his father 
had died, the emperor Galerius 
Maximian had ascended the 
throne (305). Maximian, con-
fident in Demetrius’ education 
as well as his administrative 
and military abilities, appointed 
him to his father’s position as 
proconsul of the Thessalonica 
district. The main tasks of this 
young commander were to 
defend the city from barbarians 
and to eradicate Christianity. 
The emperor’s policy regarding 
Christians was expressed sim-
ply, “Put to death anyone who 
calls on the name of Christ.” 

The emperor did not suspect 
that by appointing Demetrius he 
had provided a way for him to 
lead many people to Christ.
 Accepting the appointment, 
Demetrius returned to Thes-
salonica and immediately con-
fessed and glorified our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Instead of perse-
cuting and executing Christians, 
he began to teach the Christian 
Faith openly to the inhabitants 
of the city and to overthrow pa-
gan customs and idolatry. The 
compiler of his Life, St Simeon 
Metaphrastes (November 9), 
says that because of his teach-
ing zeal he became “a second 
Apostle Paul” for Thessalonica, 
particularly since “the Apostle 
to the Gentiles” once founded 
at this city the first community 
of believers (1 Thess. and 2 
Thess.).
 The Lord also destined St 
Demetrius to follow the holy 
Apostle Paul as a martyr. When 
Maximian learned that the 
newly-appointed proconsul was 
a Christian, and that he had 
converted many Roman sub-
jects to Christianity, the rage of 
the emperor know no bounds. 

Returning from a campaign in 
the Black Sea region, the em-
peror decided to lead his army 
through Thessalonica, deter-
mined to massacre the Chris-
tians.
 Learning of this, St Demetri-
us ordered his faithful servant 
Lupus to distribute his wealth to 
the poor saying, “Distribute my 
earthly riches among them, for 
we shall seek heavenly riches 
for ourselves.” He began to pray 
and fast, preparing himself for 
martyrdom.
 When the emperor came 
into the city, he summoned 
Demetrius, who boldly con-
fessed himself a Christian and 
denounced the falsehood and 
futility of Roman polytheism. 
Maximian gave orders to lock 
up the confessor in prison. An 
angel appeared to him, comfort-
ing and encouraging him.
 Meanwhile the emperor 
amused himself by staging 
games in the circus. His cham-
pion was a German by the 
name of Lyaeos. He challenged 
Christians to wrestle with him 
on a platform built over the 
upturned spears of the victori-



ous soldiers. A brave Christian 
named Nestor went to the pris-
on to his advisor Demetrius and 
requested a blessing to fight the 
barbarian. With the blessing and 
prayers of Demetrius, Nestor 
prevailed over the fierce Ger-
man and hurled him from the 
platform onto the spears of the 
soldiers, just as the murderous 
pagan would have done with the 
Christian. The enraged com-
mander ordered the execution 
of the holy Martyr Nestor (Octo-
ber 27) and sent a guard to the 
prison to kill St Demetrius.
 At dawn on October 26, 306 
soldiers appeared in the saint’s 
underground prison and ran him 
through with lances. His faithful 
servant, St Lupus, gathered up 
the blood-soaked garment of 
St Demetrius, and he took the 
imperial ring from his finger, a 
symbol of his high status, and 
dipped it in the blood. With the 
ring and other holy things sanc-
tified by the blood of St Dem-
etrius, St Lupus began to heal 
the infirm. The emperor issued 
orders to arrest and kill him.
 The body of the holy Great 
Martyr Demetrius was cast out 
for wild animals to devour, but 
the Christians took it and se-
cretly buried it in the earth.
 During the reign of St Con-
stantine (306-337), a church 
was built over the grave of St 
Demetrius. A hundred years 
later, during the construction of 
a majestic new church on the 
old spot, the incorrupt relics of 
the holy martyr were uncov-
ered. Since the seventh century 
a miraculous flow of fragrant 
myrrh has been found beneath 
the crypt of the Great Martyr 
Demetrius, so he is called “the 
Myrrh-gusher.”

 Several times, those ven-
erating the holy wonderworker 
tried to bring his holy relics, or a 
part of them, to Constantinople. 
Invariably, St Demetrius made 
it clear that he would not permit 
anyone to remove even a por-
tion of his relics....
 One of the most precious 
depictions of the saint, a fresco 
on a column of the Vladimir Dor-
mition cathedral, was painted by 
the holy Iconographer Andrew 
Rublev (July 4).
 St Demetrius is regarded as 
a protector of the young, and is 
also invoked by those struggling 
with lustful temptations.
(oca.org)

Feastdays
During October, we celebrate 
the following feasts:

Protection of the theotokos

October 1
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (thur)

st. Demetrius of thessaLonica

October 26
Divine Liturgy, 8:00 am (mon)

BonD recaP

September 13 was the Bond 
Commitment Day for our bond 
program to retire the mortgage 
and set aside some much 
needed funds for capital proj-
ects on our church and property. 
Our goal was $500,000 — this 
would pay off the mortgage, all 
the expenses of the program 
and closing costs and leave 
about $100k for those needed 
projects. This all would mean 
that we would begin paying our-
selves instead of a bank.
 This is where we stand. On 
Commitment Sunday, a total 
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of $335,000 in bond purchase 
commitments were made by pa-
rishioners. During the personal 
meetings with Martin Northern, 
our parish representative, that 
total held pretty steady. He 
advises that with every bond 
issue, there are always a few 
glitches before people actually 
transfer the money to purchase 
the bonds and the total commit-
ment may go down.
 The Finance Committee of 
our diocese (of which Father 
John is a member), has been 
looking for a safe investment 
for some funds not invested 
anywhere at this moment. The 
committee has approved the 
purchase of St. Paul’s bonds 
at a schedule to be determined 
when Martin has secured a final 
figure of money actually invest-
ed. In addition, one or two oth-
ers have contacted Father since 
last Sunday seeking information 
on purchasing bonds.
 Bottom line: we feel sure 
that we have met the $500,000 
goal necessary for us to do 
what we need to do!

traveLs

Father John will be attending 
the meetings of the Bishop’s 
Council and Diocesan Council 
in San Francisco. He will be out 
of town October 13-14.
 If you have an emergency 
during Fr. John’s absence, 
please contact Matushka Liz 
(860-983-1083) and she will 
coordinate a local response with 
Father John.

Project mexico

Deacon Stephen is coordinating 
plans for our parish youth (12 
and up) who are interested to 
make a visit to Project Mexico 

next summer as a service out-
reach. We are trying to coor-
dinate with the youth from St. 
John’s. This is a big project and 
we msut start working on it now. 
There will be a meeting of those 
interested on Sunday, October 
4. Parents and youth and en-
couraged to join us for this life-
changing experience.

greek festivaL

For those of you who love 
Greek food and culture, the 
annual Greek Festival is be-
ing held at St. John the Baptist 
Greek Orthodox Church, Oc-
tober 1-4. You can enjoy great 
food and fellowship and support 
our sister parish.

feLLowshiP committee

Our Fellowship Committee will 
be having its next meeting on 
October 6. We will be discuss-
ing a new plan for Spring 2016, 
as we will not be holding the an-
nual Benefit Dinner. If you have 
ideas, please share them with 
Father or a committee member.

sLavonic service

Father Alexander will be here 
for the normal Slavonic ser-
vice on October 10th. Russian 
confessions begin at 9:00 am, 
followed by Slavonic Liturgy at 
10:00 am.

aDuLt faith forum

Our Wednesday evening Adult 
Faith Forum sessions continue. 
We will have Daily Vespers at 
6:30 Pm, followed by a one hour 
discussion. This year’s topic is 
Christ and the Church in the Old 
Testament. Please join us!

feeDing the homeLess

Our next Feeding the Homeless 
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project date is set for October 
17. We gather at 10:30 am to 
prepare bag lunches then go 
down to distribute them to the 
needy. Join us! If you can do-
nate any of the items needed for 
the lunches (or funds to provide 
such), it would be appreciated. 

oktoBerfest

Our third annual Oktoberfest will 
be held on Saturday evening, 
October 24, following Vespers. 
David Poe will be providing 
entertainment once again in 
our outdoor German courtyard, 
and we will enjoy brats, beer 
and other delectible treats. 
Tickets are $15.00 per adult 
(that includes a beer or glass of 
wine), and $5.00 for kids 12 and 
younger and are available in the 
church hall or can be ordered 
online on our parish website 
(www.lasvegasorthodox.com). 
We would very much like this 
to also be a form of outreach, 
so we are asking you all to 
invite one or two people who 
have never been to our parish 
to come along.

charity

Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert contin-
ue. Special needs at this time: 
jelly, jam, peanut butter, canned 
fruit, canned tuna/chicken. 
Thank you!

orthoDox venDors

We have established a list of 
businesses that our parish uses 
or are owned and operated 
by Orthodox Christians (some 
parishioners). We provide this 
information for you to consider if 
you need services.



CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295

Dolphin Court Salon & Day Spa
7581 W. Lake Mead Blvd.
(702) 946-6000

Nina Grozav, Realtor
bnv7777@gmail.com
(702) 521-0208
speaks Russian and Romanian

Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702) 450-1515

Westfield Eye Center
C. Edward Yee, MD
2575 Lindell Road
(702) 362-3937

Prayer for our Parish

We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, 
we thank You for the bless-
ing of  St. Paul parish in our 
lives. May Your word become 
alive in each and every one of 
us who strive to follow You. 
Please bless and multiply all 
the gifts  — time, talent and 
treasure — which are given in 
thanks to benefit our mission 
and glorify Your name. Bless 
and multiply the givers and 
help us all to make present 
Your Kingdom. For You are 
the Giver of all that is good, O 
Christ our God, and to You we 
give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without begin-
ning and Your all-holy, good 
and life-giving Spirit, now and 
ever, and  unto ages of ages. 
Amen.

sacraments/sPeciaL services

Please follow these guidelines.

• Baptisms. A personal meet-
ing scheduled with Fr. John will 
be necessary to schedule any 
baptism requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time for 
weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must 
be made at least one week in 
advance. If possible, the service 
should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as 
pastorally possible.

Parish counciL synoPsis

sePtemBer 15, 2015 meeting

Martin Northern addressed the 
council and summed up the 
bond issue results to the pres-
ent date.  The parish will be 
able to pay off the current Bank 
of Nevada mortgage as soon 
as the funding for 375 to 390 K 
worth in bonds has been re-
ceived. The bond issue is effec-
tive starting on September 25th 
2015; interest begins accruing 
on that date. Our first payment 
will not be due until November.
Following Martin Northern’s 
report and departure from the 
room, the parish council meet-
ing proper began.

Rector’s Report: Father John 
informed council he will be leav-
ing after church Sunday, Sept 
20 for the Metropolitan Council 
Meeting at the OCA chancery 
in Syosset, NY. He will be out 
of town until Sept 30. Father 
Michael Molloy will serve Liturgy 
and Fr. Deacon Stephen Os-
burn will preach the sermon on 

Sept 27th. While away, Father 
John will be a guest speaker at 
the 100th anniversary celebra-
tion of Holy Transfiguration 
Church in New Haven, CT, on 
Sunday Sept 27th, and visit with 
family. 
 Reminded council: (1) the 
annual Greek Festival at St. 
John the Baptist Church will 
take place Oct 1st through Oct 
4th this year. (2) Father will be 
attending the Bishop’s Council 
and Diocesan Council of the 
Diocese of the West Tuesday 
and Wednesday 13–14 October 
in San Francisco.   

Vice President’s Report: Ginny 
reported: (1) Church school 
classes will start this Sunday 
Sept 20. Grades K–4 will meet 
in the ground floor church class-
rooms, while older middle and 
high school students will meet 
in the loft. 
(2) Classrooms and church 
school supply closets were 
cleaned.
(3) Jaymi Latzen made up two 
beautiful sets of silk flower 
arrangements to adorn feast 
day icons in the center of the 
church; one with red flowers, 
and the other with blue. This will 
cut floral expenses since the 
only ones now needed are for 
the Nativity Feast and Pascha. 
(4) One of the storage closets in 
the church loft contains 4 large 
file cabinets filled with copies of 
old paid bills and other miscella-
neous file records of the parish 
dating back years. They need to 
be cleared out to make room for 
more current items. After brief 
discussion, Father John sug-
gested sorting the papers, sav-
ing the important documents, 
shredding the rest as feasible, 
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and not keeping any unneces-
sary paperwork longer than 7 
years.
(5) It is hoped that by going 
through all the archives it may 
be possible to find the original 
documents for the purchase of 
the parish property, which we 
have not been able to locate as 
yet.
(6) Boxes of Pascha candles, 
and many new/unused icons 
were also found stored. Fr John 
suggested they be placed in 
the book store to be sold. Other 
items - a multiplicity of unused, 
white winding sheets, might be 
donated.  

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
distributed our financials before 
the meeting:
  Capital Fund: $7,462.09
 Rainy Day: $11,260.69
 Icon Fund: $15,083.43
 Income for August was 
$18,416.13, with expenses 
of $18,362.19 for a surplus of 
$53.94.

YTD 2015 (Jan-Aug)
2015 Inc $ 167,030.76
2015 Exp $ 151,864.21
Inc over Exp $ 15,166.55

All parish finances including 
accounts payable are totally 
current.

COMMITTEES
Building and Grounds: Report-
ed: (1) Work on the bell tower 
remains half completed. The 
metal ladder is the only thing 
still needed, plus final inspec-
tion, then the construction will 
meet legal requirements.
(2) Kevin has an appointment to 
meet with a contractor to re-
ceive an estimate for new metal 
doors on the church.

(3) Joe Wheeler obtained a pro-
posal for a company to replace 
current lighting with LEDs. Due 
to the estimated cost of $18K, 
after discussion council decided 
to have electrician Rick Zarett 
replace them for an estimated 
cost of $700. This includes 
outside fixtures with motion 
sensing. It is planned to replace 
fixtures in the office first. If total 
replacement cost is over $1000, 
capital fund money will be uti-
lized.
(4) The pigeon population in the 
bell tower has been essentially 
eliminated thanks to the efforts 
of Kimball Halliday, a profes-
sional pigeon eradicator.

Charity: Next Feeding the 
Homeless is scheduled for 
10:30 AM, Saturday, October 
17. Donations of socks and hy-
giene items are welcome.

IOCC: Joe Wheeler reports: (1)  
IOCC may coordinate a visit to 
our parish in conjunction with 
the Advent retreat to be hosted 
by St. Paul’s planned for 14 
November.
(2) School supplies are still 
needed for the Syrian IOCC 
project coordinated by Rae Pat-
tison. 

Church School/Youth: 
(1) Classes will begin this Sun-
day September 20. All is in 
order. ClearStar background 
checks will be done on all parish 
council members, senior serv-
ers, church school teachers and 
assistants.
(2) Deacon Stephen talked to 
kids and adults interested in 
Project Mexico summer of 2016, 
with high enthusiasm by all. 
There will be an informational 
meeting after church school 

starts to enable early plan-
ning for adult chaperones, fund 
raising, passports, etc. Deacon 
Stephen will coordinate. 

Eritrean/Ethiopian: Father 
reported that conditions in the 
church looked OK after the 
Thursday Liturgy. Some effort 
still needs to be made to put the 
parish hall back into its normal 
furniture arrangement. Discus-
sion ensued regarding consider-
ing a set fee vs. free-will collec-
tion for the use of the church 
and hall. Fr John will take this 
under consideration.

Fellowship: Announced upcom-
ing activities include: (1) Octo-
berfest, Oct 24 after Vespers. 
Tickets may be ordered online 
now.
(2) Cookie Walk, December 5. 
Tanya Riley is coordinating.
(3) The Gourmet Dinner has 
worn out its interest. Sugges-
tions for an alternative major 
fundraiser will be considered for 
Spring 2016.
 There will be a fellowship 
committee meeting on Oct 6.   

Outreach/website: Noted we 
hopes to have a password-pro-
tected parish directory added to 
the parish website.

Russian: Observed this is the 
second month in a row with 
poor attendance at the Sat-
urday Slavonic Liturgy.  Fr. 
Alexander’s travel expenses 
are barely being met from the 
offerings. One sole person has 
become responsible for most of 
the clean-up afterwards and is 
spending most of the afternoon 
on it. Fr. Alexander will have to 
decide whether to come any-
more in the near future. 
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Stewardship: Reported October 
is Stewardship Month. May ask 
some parishioners to speak 
also. Budget Committee and 
2016 work will take place in 
November.

OLD BUSINESS
Iconography: Our iconographer 
is still completing 4 panels to be 
installed in the sanctuary.

Bond Program: As of this past 
Sunday, the parish has bond 
purchasing commitments total-
ing $335,000. The Diocese of 
the West (DOW) is interested 
in investing in our bonds. Fr. 
John stated that with this he 
feels confident we will have the 
$500,000 covered, but every-
thing has to be finalized. Father 
John relayed Martin Northern’s 
observation that some of the 
more modest investments of ap-
proximately $500-1000 may not 
be fulfilled by investors; this has 
been typically true in the past.  

PSP & Backgrounds: Collected 
the signed forms from all parish 
council members for Acknowl-
edgement of PSPs of the OCA 
on Sexual Misconduct.

NEW BUSINESS
None.

Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, September 15, 2015.

PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in 
our daily prayers. They will be remem-
bered in the proskomedia before each 
liturgy.

MONTH OF OCTOBER

Nikola Levrich
 October 3, 1989

Anna Shrive
 October 6, 1999

Darrell George Brezoff
 October 6, 1999

Harry George Turlish
 October 7, 1994

Svetislav Djoric
 October 7, 1994

John Pavelle
 October 7, 2003

Elmas Boyajian
 October 17, 1997

James Manassess
 October 17, 1997

John (Thouas) Thomas
 October 21, 1989

Helen Friesl
 October 26, 2004

Simona Heckel
 October 27, 1991

Maria Hernandez
 October 27, 2007

Sophia Mouratithou
 October 31, 1991

Stanley Andrews
 October 31, 1993

Milton Kevershan
 October 31, 1995

Ernest Kanakis
 October 31, 1997

Project mexico

For 27 years Project Mexico has 
been building weather-tight homes 
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for some of the most impoverished 
families in Tijuana, Mexico. Project 
Mexico homes are constructed 
entirely with volunteer labor. Our 
volunteers pay a trip fee which 
covers operational costs, building 
materials and food for the week. 
All of the families we build for are 
carefully interviewed and sent to 
us based on the recommenda-
tion of a Mexican Social Service 
liason. Since we strive to build for 
the most impoverished families 
in Tijuana, we base our decision 
entirely on the current and future 
needs of the family. The families 
that we build for are often migrants 
from rural towns in central and 
southern Mexico. In Tijuana, a 
factory worker makes about $100/
week whereas further south mi-
grant workers will only make $4.50/
day. For this reason and its prox-
imity to the U.S., only 38 percent 
of the people living in Tijuana are 
native to the area.
 Unfortunately, land in Mexico 
can be very expensive ranging 
from $15,000 to $25,000 for a 
200-300 square meters of land. 
This means that after families have 
saved enough money to make 
a down payment on their land, 
they have very little money left 
to purchase proper building sup-
plies. As a result, when you drive 
through the communities where we 
build you will see numerous homes 
made of old garage doors, wooden 
pallets, tarps, tires or whatever 
materials were readily available. 
Our mission is to replace these 
shanties with solid structures that 
have a cement floor. In this region 
of Mexico, having a cement floor 
means that when it rains your floor 
doesn’t turn into knee deep mud. 
The cement floor also extremely 
lowers the risk of disease for fami-
lies. Four days after the group’s ar-
rival, families are given a concrete 
floor, solid walls and roof, a warm 
interior, a locking door, and a new 
way of life. (projectmexico.org)



 

The Clark County Orthodox Clergy Association 
Invites You to Join Us for an 

 

Advent Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 
10:00 am ~ 3:30 pm 

St. Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church 
5400 Annie Oakley Drive •••• Las Vegas NV 89112 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$15 per person, includes lunch 
Make checks payable to St. Paul Orthodox Church, Memo: Advent Retreat 

 

PROGRAM 
 

Registration & 3rd Hour Prayers 
1st Session—Christ in the Home   

Lunch 
2nd Session—Christ in Our Relationships 
3rd Session—Living as Children of God 

 

Dr. Philip Mamalakis  
Retreat Speaker 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
Assistant Professor of Pastoral Care 

Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
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