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MARK THE DATES

November 5: Fellowship Committee Meeting, 7:00 pm (at Dreskos)
November 14: ANNUAL ADVENT RETREAT, 10:00 am, St. Paul’s
   Vespers at 4:00 pm following retreat
November 15: NATIVITY FAST BEGINS
November 17: Parish Council Meeting, 6:00 pm

November 21: Baptism of Bezona Family, followed by Divine Liturgy, 9:00 am

   eNtraNCe oF tHe tHeotokos INto tHe tempLe
   Choir Rehearsal, 3:00 pm

November 24-December 2: Father John out of town
November 26: THANKSGIVING DAY
December 5: Christmas Cookie Walk, 9:00 am-1:00 pm

December 13: Annual Parish Meeting

Send email addresses and corrections to: fatherjohn@lasvegasorthodox.com

St. Michael and the Bodiless 
Hosts • November 8

Entrance of the Theotokos
November 21
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Greeters

Nov 1: WHeeLer/CampbeLL

Nov 8: mCauLey/osburN

Nov 15: murpHy/masoN

Nov 22: CampbeLL/CHoNG

Nov 29: mCauLey/WHeeLer

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

Hours: tesFay

epIstLe: abraHam

post-Comm: Demko

CHurCH sCHooL

8 9

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

Hours: straNsky

epIstLe: tesFay

post-Comm: parker

CHurCH sCHooL

3 4 5

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

Hours: brooks

epIstLe: parker

post-Comm: Demko

CHurCH sCHooL

30 Dec 1

aNNuaL aDveNt
retreat, 10-3:30

Great vespers, 3:30 pm

(speCIaL tIme)

CHOIR REHEARSAL, 3:00 pm

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

erItreaN servICe, 8:00 am

CoFFee CHat, 10:00 am

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

Hours: e. HuFFmaN

epIstLe: Demko

post-Comm: brooks

CHurCH sCHooL

76

FatHer JoHN out oF toWN, November 24-DeCember 2

DAILY VESPERS, 6:30 pm

aDuLt CLass

erItreaN servICe, 8:00 am

No CoFFee CHat

beZoNa/aDam baptIsm, 
tHeN LIturGy, 9:00 am

eNtraNCe oF
tHe tHeotokos

PARISH COUNCIL, 6:00 pm

erItreaN servICe, 8:00 am

CoFFee CHat, 10:00 am

21

FELLOWSHIP COMMITTEE 
MTG, 7:00 pm; Dresko’s

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

Confessions

GREAT VESPERS, 5:00 pm

no Confessions

tHaNksGIvING Day

Dec 2

DAILY VESPERS, 6:30 pm

aDuLt CLass

DAILY VESPERS, 6:30 pm

aDuLt CLass

FatHer JoHN out oF toWN, November 24-DeCember 2

DIVINE LITURGY, 9:00 am

Hours: HooD

epIstLe: J. HuFFmaN

post-Comm: WHeeLer

CHurCH sCHooL

erItreaN servICe, 8:00 am

CoFFee CHat, 10:00 am

GREAT VESPERS/LITIYA,
6:30 pm

  NatIvIty Fast
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Fr. Thomas Hopko
The Orthodox Faith

In Christ’s teaching, almsgiving 
goes together with fasting and
prayer. We have seen that this is 
also the teaching of Isaiah (see 
Fasting) and of the Old Testament 
generally. When one prays and 
fasts, one must show love through 
active generosity to others.

Beware of practicing your piety 
before men, in order to be seen 
by them, for then you will have no 
reward from your Father who is in 
heaven. Thus, when you give alms, 
sound no trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do...that they may 
be praised by men. Truly, I say to 
you, they have their reward. But 
when you give alms, do not let 
your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, so that your alms 
may be in secret; and your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 
(Matthew 6:1-4)

As with fasting and prayer, the gifts 
of help to the poor must be done 
strictly in secret, so much so that 
one should, as it were, even hide 
from himself what he is giving to 
others, not letting one hand know 
what the other is doing. Every ef-
fort must be made, if the gift will 
be pleasing to God, to avoid all 
ostentation and boastfulness in its 

giving.
 As we have already seen, 
there is no real love if one does not 
share what he has with the poor.

...if any one has the world’s goods 
and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how 
does God’s love abide in him? (I 
John 3:17)

Such was the command of the law 
of Moses as well.

If there is among you a poor man, 
one of your brethren, in any of your 
towns within your land which the 
Lord your God gives you, you shall 
not harden your heart or shut your 
hand against your poor brother, but
you shall open your hand to him, 
and lend him sufficient for his 
need, whatever it may be. Take 
heed lest there be a base thought 
in your heart, and you say, ‘The 
seventh year, the year of release 
is near,’ and your eye be hostile 
to your poor brother, and you give 
him nothing, and he cry to the Lord 
against you, and it be sin in you. 
You shall give to him freely, and 
your heart shall not be grudging 
when you give to him; because for 
this the Lord your God will bless 
you in all your work and in all 
that you undertake. For the poor 
will never cease out of the land; 
therefore I command you, you 

shall open wide your hand to your 
brother, to the needy and to the 
poor, in the land. (Deut. 15:7-11)

Such also was the teaching of 
Wisdom.

The poor is disliked even by his 
neighbor, but the rich has many
friends.

He who despises his neighbor is 
a sinner, but happy is he who is 
kindto the poor.

He who mocks the poor, insults his 
Maker, he who is glad at calamity 
will not go unpunished.
(Proverbs 14:20-21, 17:5)

According to St. John Chrysos-
tom, no one can be saved without 
giving alms and without caring for 
the poor. St. Basil the Great says 
that a man who has two coats or 
two pair of shoes, when his neigh-
bor has none, is a thief. All earthly 
things are the possessions of God. 
“The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fullness thereof, the world and 
those who dwell in it.” (Psalm 24:1) 
Men are but stewards of what 
belongs to the Lord and should 
share the gifts of His creation with 
one another as much as they can. 
To store up earthly possessions, 
according to Christ, is the epitome 
of foolishness, and a rich man shall 
hardly be saved. (cf. Luke 12:15-
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How hard it is for those who have 
riches to enter the Kingdom of 
God! For it is easier for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the 
Kingdom of God.
 Those who heard it said, “Then 
who can be saved?” But he said, 
“What is impossible with men is 
possible with God.” (Luke 15:24-
27, Matthew 19: 23-26, Mark 
10:23-27)

Woe unto you that are rich, for you 
have received your consolation. 
Woe unto you that are full now, for 
you shall hunger. (Luke 6:24-25)

For He who is mighty...has filled 
the hungry with good things, but 
the rich He sent away empty. (Luke 
1:53)

The reason why a rich man can 
hardly be saved, according to 
Jesus, is because when one has 
possessions, he wants to keep 
them, and gather still more. For the 
“delight in riches chokes the word 
of God, and soit proves unfruitful” 
in man’s heart. (Matthew 13:22, 
Mark 4:19, Luke 8:14)

According to the apostle Paul, the 
“love of money” - not money itself - 
is the “root of all evils.”

There is great gain in godliness 
with contentment; for we brought 
nothing into the world, and we can-
not take anything out of the world; 
but if we have food and clothing, 
with these we shall be content. But 
those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and hurtful desires that 
plunge men into ruin and destruc-
tion. For the love of money is the 
root of all evils; it is through this 
craving that some have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced 
their hearts with many pangs. (I 
Timothy 6:6-10, cf Hebrews 13:5-6)

The apostle himself collected 

money for the poor and greatly 
praised those who were generous 
in giving.

The point is this: he who sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
but he who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each one 
must do as he has made up his 
mind, not reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. And God is able to provide...
so that you may always have 
enough of everything and may pro-
vide in abundance for every good 
work. As it is written, “He has dis-
tributed freely, he has given to the 
poor; his righteousness endures 
forever.” (Psalm 112:9)

You will be enriched in every way 
for great generosity which...will 
produce thanksgiving to God... (2 
Corinthians 9:6-12)

The spiritual person must share 
what he has with the poor. He must 
do so cheerfully and not reluctant-
ly, secretly and not for the praise 
of men. He also must do so, as the 
poor widow in the gospel, not out 
of his abundance, but out of his 
need.

And Jesus sat down opposite the 
treasury, and watched the multi-
tude putting money into the trea-
sury. Many rich people put in large 
sums. And a poor widow came, 
and put in two copper coins, which 
make a penny. And He called His 
disciples to Him, and said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who 
are contributing to the treasury. 
For they all contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her pov-
erty has put in everything she had, 
her whole living.” (Mark 12:41-44, 
Luke 21:2)

Giving alms, therefore, must be a 
sacrificial act if it has any spiritual 
worth. One cannot give merely 
what is left over when all his own 
needs are satisfied. One must 
take from oneself and give to oth-
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As we end “Stewardship Month” 
and begin to pray about and look 
forward to making a commitment to 
the future of our parish, Fr. Thom-
as reminds us that the Faith de-
mands we never forget the “other.” 
For the “other” is Jesus Himself.

Feastdays
During November, we celebrate 
the following feasts:

St. Michael

 and all the BodileSS hoStS

November 8
divine liturgy, 9:00 aM (Sun)

entrance oF the
 theotoKoS
November 21
veSperS/litiya, 6:30 pM (Fri)
BaptiSM and divine liturgy,
 9:00 aM (Sat)

paciFic Standard tiMe

Pacific Standard Time resumes 
on Sunday, November 1st. On 
Saturday evening, October 31, 
please remember to move your 
clocks back one-hour.

travelS

Father John and Matushka Liz 
will be away for the Thanks-
giving Day holiday, November 
24-December 2. Father has the 
added blessing of baptizing their 
granddaughter, Kiara, on that 
weekend.
 If you have a pastoral 
emergency during Father’s 
absence, please call Deacon 
Stephen (702-521-6988). Ginny 
Hood will oversee the property 
and any problems or questions 
can be addressed to her (702-
526-4428). Father Aurel Sas will 
be serving in Father’s absence. 

There will be no confessions 
heard on November 28.

FellowShip coMMittee

Our Fellowship Committee will 
meet next on November 5. We 
will be discussing a new plan for 
Spring 2016, as we will not be 
holding the annual Benefit Din-
ner. If you have ideas, please 
share them with Father or a 
committee member.

Slavonic Service

Father Alexander will not be 
here in November, as our par-
ish is hosting the annual Advent 
Retreat on the second Saturday 
of the month. Father will resume 
his visits next month, coming for 
services on December 12th.

advent retreat

We will be hosting the annual 
Advent retreat sponsored by 
the Orthodox Clergy Associa-
tion on Saturday, November 14. 
Dr. Philip Mamalakis, Professor 
of Pastoral Care at Holy Cross 
Seminary, will speak on the top-
ic of Christ in the Home. Regis-
tration is $15 and can be made 
with Fr. John, checks payable to 
St. Paul Orthodox Church.
 The schedule begins at 
10:00 aM and concludes with 
Vespers at the end of the retreat 
(approximately 3:30-4:00 pM). 
The normal 5:00 pM time for 
Vespers resumes the following 
week.

nativity FaSt

The annual Nativity Fast (Ad-
vent) begins on Sunday, No-
vember 15 and continues until 
Christmas, December 25.
 Regular communicants 
should make an effort to 
come to the Sacrament of 

ers. In the spiritual tradition of the 
Church it is the teaching that what 
one saves through fasting and 
abstinence, for example during the 
special lenten seasons, should not 
be kept for other times but should 
be given away to the poor.
 In recent times the teaching 
has developed that the spiritual 
man should work within the pro-
cesses and possibilities of the free 
societies in order to make a social 
structure in which the poor will not 
merely be the object of the char-
ity of the rich, but will themselves 
have the chance to work and to 
share in the common wealth of 
man. In this way the poor will have 
dignity and self-respect through 
assuming their just place as mem-
bers of society. “We do not want 
hand-outs,” say the poor, “we want 
to be able to learn and to work for 
ourselves.” The spiritual person is 
the one who works to make
this happen; and it is right and 
praiseworthy to do so. The only
temptations here would be to have 
this attitude and to undertake this 
action without personal sacrifice, 
and to think that when such a “just 
society” will exist - if it ever will - all 
of men’s problems will be solved. 
The spiritual decadence of many 
wealthy persons demonstrates that 
this is not the case. Thus the words 
of Christ remain forever valid and 
true:

“...the poor you always have with 
you, but you do not always have 
me...if you would be perfect, go, 
sell what you possess and give to 
the poor, and you will have trea-
sure in heaven; and come, and 
follow me.” (Matthew 19:21, Mark 
14:5-7, Luke 18:22, John 12:8)

The one who is truly perfect as the 
Father in heaven is perfect is the 
one who gives all for the sake of 
others, in the name of Christ, with 
Him, and for His sake. Such a per-
son is most truly living the spiritual 
life.
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Confession before Christmas.

project Mexico

Deacon Stephen is coordinating 
plans for our parish youth (12 
and up) who are interested to 
make a visit to Project Mexico 
next summer, June 30-July 6, 
2016, as a service outreach. 
Pre-registration forms have 
been given out to those inter-
ested and must be returned to 
Deacon Stephen as soon as 
possible.

Bond recap

Our goal for the bond program 
was $500,000 — this would pay 
off the mortgage, all the expens-
es of the program and closing 
costs and leave about $100k 
for needed capital projects. 
This means we now are pay-
ing ourselves instead of a bank. 
We begin paying them off this 
month, and our mortgage with 
Bank of Nevada is done.

adult Faith ForuM

Our Wednesday evening Adult 
Faith Forum sessions continue. 
We will have Daily Vespers at 
6:30 pM, followed by a one hour 
discussion. This year’s topic is 
Christ and the Church in the Old 
Testament. Please join us!

Feeding the hoMeleSS

Our next Feeding the Homeless 
project date is to be determined 
in December or January. We 
gather at 10:30 aM to prepare 
bag lunches then go down to 
distribute them to the needy. 
Join us! If you can donate any 
of the items needed for the 
lunches (or funds to provide 
such), it would be appreciated. 

charity

Our normal collections of food 
for Friends of the Desert con-
tinue. Needs: jelly, jam, peanut 
butter, canned fruit, canned 
tuna/chicken. Thank you!

orthodox vendorS

We have established a list of 
businesses that our parish uses 
or are owned and operated 
by Orthodox Christians (some 
parishioners). We provide this 
information for you to consider if 
you need services.

CB Air Conditioning
Cedomir Blagojevic
(702) 493-0295

Dolphin Court Salon & Day Spa
7581 W. Lake Mead Blvd.
(702) 946-6000

Nina Grozav, Realtor
bnv7777@gmail.com
(702) 521-0208
speaks Russian and Romanian

Kyklos Café (Greek food)
Galleria Mall
Sophocles Frangakis
(702) 450-1515

Westfield Eye Center
C. Edward Yee, MD
2575 Lindell Road
(702) 362-3937

prayer For our pariSh

We ask everyone to remember 
our parish in daily prayer:
Lord, God and Savior of all, 
we thank You for the bless-
ing of  St. Paul parish in our 
lives. May Your word become 
alive in each and every one of 
us who strive to follow You. 
Please bless and multiply all 
the gifts  — time, talent and 
treasure — which are given in 
thanks to benefit our mission 

and glorify Your name. Bless 
and multiply the givers and 
help us all to make present 
Your Kingdom. For You are 
the Giver of all that is good, O 
Christ our God, and to You we 
give glory, together with Your 
Father who is without begin-
ning and Your all-holy, good 
and life-giving Spirit, now and 
ever, and  unto ages of ages. 
Amen.

SacraMentS/Special ServiceS

Please follow these guidelines.
• Baptisms. A personal meet-
ing scheduled with Fr. John will 
be necessary to schedule any 
baptism requested.

• Matrimony. A date and time for 
weddings must be requested 
at least six months (preferably 
twelve) in advance. There will 
be premarital sessions for both 
bride and groom to attend.

•Memorials (Panikhida). Re-
quests for a memorial must 
be made at least one week in 
advance. If possible, the service 
should be served on Saturday. 
Other requests will be met as 
pastorally possible.

pariSh council SynopSiS

octoBer 20, 2015 Meeting

Rector’s Report: Father John in-
formed council he attended the 
Metropolitan Council meeting of 
the OCA and was elected Chair-
man of Finance Committee. The 
new position will require him 
to attend a meeting sometime 
during the 3rd or 4th week in 
January and the next meeting of 
the Metropolitan Council will be 
the 3rd week in February 2016. 
The new OCA financial policy of 
proportional giving will be imple-
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mented Jan 1, 2016.
 Several baptisms are 
scheduled during the upcom-
ing weeks: Kevin and Amy 
McAuley’s baby on Saturday 
October 31 at 10:00 aM, recep-
tion to follow, all invited, RSVP; 
the Bezona family on Saturday 
November 21 at 9:00 aM on 
the Feast of the Entrance of 
the Theotokos, followed by the 
liturgy of the Feast.
 Father John will serve his 
own granddaughter’s baptism in 
Connecticut during the Thanks-
giving holiday week. He will be 
away November 24-December 
2. Father Aurel will serve here.

Vice President’s Report: Ginny 
reported: (1) The parish hall 
is now looking good Thurdays 
after the Eritrean Liturgy.
 (2) On one of the kitchen 
stoves, a burner coil is broken 
and needs to be fixed.  

Treasurer’s Report: Karen Short 
distributed our financials before 
the meeting:
  Capital Fund: $7,462.09
 Rainy Day: $11,511.15
 Icon Fund: $15,084.06
 Income for September was 
$16,786.39, with expenses 
of $19,325.82 for a deficit of 
$2,539.43.

YTD 2015 (Jan-Sep)
2015 Inc $ 183,817.15
2015 Exp $ 171,253.73
Inc over Exp $ 12,563.42

All parish finances including 
accounts payable are totally 
current.
 Fr. John explained the new 
OCA /Diocesan proportional 
giving plan. 34% of the adjusted 
operating income of the dio-
cese will go to the OCA. Our 

own parish assessment to the 
diocese will be 12.5% of our 
operating income minus certain 
restricted items: the mortgage, 
candles, iconography work, 
pass-throughs, other restricted 
funds, charity. Father does not 
anticipate any major difficulties 
for the parish since this system 
was designed to not have huge 
changes for parishes. The par-
ish will pay the same assess-
ment in January and February 
2016 as in December 2015. 
March will be based on Janu-
ary’s numbers, April on Febru-
ary, etc., and subsequently 
there will be a continual lag 
time of two months. Discussion 
ensued in the council regard-
ing setting aside some money 
to cover any possible deficits 
caused by months when we 
have lower income. 

COMMITTEES
Building and Grounds: Kevin 
reported:
(1) Bell Tower: the metal ladder 
is the only thing still needed, 
plus final inspection.
(2) Doors: Kevin has an ap-
pointment to meet with a con-
tractor Tuesday October 27th 
to receive an estimate for new 
metal doors on the church and 
parish hall.
(3) Leaky pipe in kitchen will 
need a plumber.
(4) New LED lights and elec-
tronic ballasts will be installed 
in the parish hall and office this 
Friday.

Charity: Feeding the Homeless 
project accomplished Saturday 
October 17. Participants dis-
tributed approximately 125 bag 
lunches, hygiene kits, socks in 
downtown Las Vegas. Excellent 
participation by parish; includ-

ing donated items. Total cost for 
lunches estimated at $.65-78 
per bag. $198.68 remains in the 
budget.   

IOCC: Joe Wheeler reports: (1)  
IOCC rep will visit our parish 
on December 20. A reception 
coffee hour after Liturgy will be 
planned.
(2) The school bags for Syria 
project is wrapping up. 75 bags 
have been prepared and church 
school youths are helping to fill 
them. When finished they will 
be sent to IOCC for use where 
needed.   

Church School/Youth: 
Father John noted that at-
tendance is low this year. Not 
too many younger children in 
church now. We will do our best 
to encourage attendance.
 Deacon Stephen reported 
he obtained 25 slots to reg-
ister for Project Mexico. Our 
designated week will be June 
30-July 6, 2016. Total cost of 
participation is $490 per person. 
Deposits of $100 are due NLT 
December 1, 2015. Remainder 
is due by March 1st. So far, 10 
individuals have confirmed their 
intention to go. Project Mexico 
encourages kids to raise their 
own money.  Discussion ensued 
among council members for 
possible fundraising projects. 
Some suggestions included 
special coffee hour and dona-
tions, cookbooks, “Amazon 
Smile”, applications for scholar-
ships. Father John and Deacon 
Stephen will meet to consider 
various means. 

Eritrean/Ethiopian: no report.

Fellowship: Announced Fel-
lowship Committee meeting on 
November 5th.  
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Upcoming Scheduled Activities 
include:
(1) Oktoberfest, Oct 24 after 
Vespers. Plans are in place for 
a raffle with several gift baskets.  
Back up for grill duty is needed. 
(2) Cookie Walk, December 5. 
Tanya Riley is coordinating.  
 Potential Future Activities:  
(1) International Dinner idea 
turned out to be very popular 
with the parish.
(2) Some type of Gourmet Din-
ner may still be considered at 
another venue with a possibility 
that Eric and Teresa Patterson 
might come as guest chefs. 
These and other suggestions for 
an alternative major fundraiser 
will be considered for spring 
2016. 

Outreach/website: Oktoberfest 
was posted on website, with 
ticket-purchasing capabilities.

Russian: Russian Liturgy will 
continue for the foreseeable 
future. Father Alexander will 
oversee the collection for his 
expenses and a collection will 
continue for the church. There 
will not be a Russian Liturgy 
on November 14th due to the 
Advent retreat.  

Stewardship: Stewardship 
month is now underway. Pledge 
forms will be distributed in No-
vember.

OLD BUSINESS
Iconography: Our iconographer 
Vladimir Krassovsky is expected 
to send 4 completed panels 
this month to be installed in the 
sanctuary. No definite date for 
installation. Project is status 
quo.

Bond Program: Informed coun-
cil that there is a remainder of 

$5,500 worth of bonds that were 
reserved but not funded. The 
Diocesan Council approved 
and submitted paperwork for its 
purchase of $150,000 in bonds.  
This essentially closes the bond 
program.  
 Discussion by council 
ensued regarding the need to 
have a plan to pay down the 
bonds.  Some issues involving 
insurance have been straight-
ened out, and will be reviewed 
by Karen Short and Joe Wheel-
er.  

Advent Retreat: Pan Orthodox 
retreat will be held at St. Paul’s 
on November 14th. Litsa Os-
burn and Matushka Liz Dresko 
will oversee hospitality. Clergy 
Association will cover the costs.  

NEW BUSINESS
Annual Meeting: Father John 
informed council that:
(1) Karen Short and Father 
John will have a November 2nd 
dinner budget meeting.
(2) November 10th is the audit.
(3) All papers and reports will 
need to be submitted by No-
vember 17 for the Annual Parish 
Meeting on December 13th.
(4) The terms of 3 parish council 
members expire at the end of 
this year: Kevin McAuley, Greg 
Brooks, Litsa Osburn. These 
individuals need to inform Fr. 
John if they are willing to run 
again; if so, a nominating com-
mittee will not be necessary. 

Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, November 17, 2015.
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PARISH DIPTYCHS
This list of parish departed is to remind 
us all of those whom we love and miss 
and to spur us to remember them in 
our daily prayers. They will be remem-
bered in the proskomedia before each 
liturgy.

MONTH OF NOVEMBER

Oscar Thomas Abdoulah
 September 3, 2001

John Vukmanovich
 September 9, 2006

Milana Popovich
 September 10, 1998

Darinka Janjic
 September 12, 1994

Lucian Stefanescu
 September 14, 1999

Theodore Shimsky
 September 15, 2002

Dawit Kahassai
 September 16, 2001

Yekaalo Gebremeskel
 September 16, 2010

Tatiana Paul
 September 17, 2003

Ruslan Zhgenti
 September 17, 2010

Christina Manteris
 September 25, 1992

Valentina Petrovna Demchenko
 September 25, 2001

Norman Daniel Kuka
 September 26, 2001


